the inner epe of his loulc / openpd i to the 


The tyꝛne bone. Folio. t. 


COf the Imytacion oꝛ fo⸗ 


lowpng of ChipNe/and ofthe 
deſpyſpnge of all vanyties of 
; the woꝛlde. The fpꝛſte 
— LNAPPTe. 


Fa F E that folo 


F weth me ſaythe 

CChꝛpſte our Sa 

| Do S nat in darkenes / 
2 \ 


( upourc walkcth 


the lyght of lyfc. 
= Caithcſe de the wo 


Jbelu ehr chꝛyſte: ie: wherby we be admonyſs 
ſhcd and warned that wc ſhal folowe his 
techynges and his maner of leuyngt: if 
we wyll truely be illumyned and be dely⸗ 
ueryd from all blpudnes of herte. Let all 


the ſtudy of our herte be therfoze fro hen 
- fozthe to haue our meditacion holly fixed 


in the lyfc/# in the holy techinges of Je⸗ 
ſu chꝛpſte: foꝛ his techynges are of moꝛe 
vertucs# of moꝛe ghoſtly ſtrength thi ate 
thc techynge of all angellys and ſayntes 
Andhethat thoꝛughe grace myght haue 


The kyꝛſte boke. 
ſothfaſte beholdynge of the goſpelles pf 
Lryſte/ſhulde fynde in them Maͤna:that 
is to ſay ſpirituell fode of the ſoule. But it 
is ott tymes ſene that ſome perſos which 
orte hert the goſpellys of Lryſte:haue ly⸗ 
tell ſwetnes theri / a that is foꝛ they haue 
pot the ſpirite of Cryſte. wherfozc: if 

t wyll haue thetrewe vnderſtandynge 
of Cryſtes goſpelles we mult ſtudy to cõ 
fozmc our lyte to his lyte as nighe as we 
tan. what auaylleth it a man to reaſon 
byghe ſecrete myſteries of the Trimite if 
he lacke mekenes / wherby he dyſpleaſcth 
e Ttinite:trucip nothyngc / Foꝛ hyghe 
cuxious reaſons malic nat the man holy 
no! ryght wyſc.But a good lyfe maketh 
gym belouyd with god / J had leuer fele 
compunction ot herte foꝛ my ſpnnes/ thi 
cnclp to knowe the diffintcton of compũ⸗ 
ction. If thou couldeſt all the Bible with 
aut the hokce:and alſo feynges of all Þht 
ophers by herte what ſhulde it pꝛokpte 
tet without grate a charite. All that is ĩ 
(hts woꝛlde is bamtc:but to loue god # 
onciy to ſcrue hym. This is the moſte no 
ble and the moſte crcellft wyſdome that 
mape he in any creature / by difpyſpng of 
this woꝛlde:to dꝛawe daply nerer z neren 


f 
1 


as Been ö a» tobi mat 


The piſiteboke.© Folio. il. 
to the kyngdome of ur ts therfoze a 


great vanytc/ to labyurGguo:dynatly fo 
woꝛldly ryches that chop ſhall peryſſhe 
Eto couepte honour / oꝛ any other tno2dps 
nate pleaſutes oꝛ fleſſhely delytes in this 
lytt / wherby a man after this lyfe ſhal be 
ſoꝛe + greuoufly punyſſhed. Howe great 
avanytcistt alſo to deſpꝛe a longe lyte E 
lytcll to care foꝛ a good lyte / to hede thyn 
ges pꝛeſent:and not to pzoupde foꝛ thyn⸗ 
ges that are to comc / to loue thyng? that 
choꝛtly ſhall paſſe awape / #not to haſte 
thyther where is Jope cuerlaſtpng. Alſo 
hauc this common p2oucrbe oſte in thy 
myndc / that the eye is not ſatiſficd ne ful 
ly pleaſed with the ſyght of any bodely 
thynge / ne the care with herpnge. And 
thertoꝛe ſtudpe to withdꝛawe the loue of 
thy ſoule fro all thyngꝭ that ben vyſible/ 
and tourne it to thynges that be inupſp⸗ 
ble. Foꝛ they that folowe theyꝛ ſenſualp⸗ 


te / hurte theyꝛ owne conſcyence and leſe 


the grace of god. 
| =\ * = 
ÞAgapnſt vapne ſeculcr conynge 
and of a meke knowynge of 
ourſclfe.The.n, 


Lhapytrc. 


The kyꝛſte boke 6 a 

Uerp man naturally deſyꝛethe 

to kno we: but what auaplethe 
> WW 3 without the dꝛede of 
god. A meke Huſbondman that ſcrueth 
god is moꝛc acceptable to hym / than is a 
curyouſe Phploſopher whiche conſpde⸗ 
rynge the courſe of heupn / wplfully foꝛ⸗ 
gettyth hym ſclfe:he that well knowethe 
bym ſelte is vylc and obiecte in his owne 
ſyghte and hathe no delyte in the vapne 
p2ayſpuges of man / if J knewe all thyn 
ges that by in this woꝛlde without cha⸗ 
rite / what ſhulde it auayle me befoꝛe god 
that iugyth euerp man after his dydes / 
let vs thertoꝛe ceſſe fro the deſyꝛe of ſuch 
vayne knowlege / foꝛ oftẽ tymes is foũde 
therin great dyſtraction and deceyte of 
the enemy wherbp the ſoule is moch hyn 
dꝛede and let from the perſyte and trewe 
loue of god. They that haue great con- 
nynge deſpꝛe cõmonly to be ſene and to 
be beholdf wyſe in the woꝛlde / and there 
be many thynges that the knowlcge of 
them bꝛynge but lytecll pꝛofyte and lytell 
rute to the ſoule / and he is very vnwyſe 
that taketh hede to any other thyng the 
to that / that hal pzofyte hym to the helth 
of his ſoule / woꝛd fede not the ſoulc / but 


— — ů—˙³˖»2 — — 
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ORE 


The fyzſteboke. Solis. iii. 
r good lyfc refreſſheth the mynde / and a 
| clene conſcyenceb2yngeth a man to a fer 
me and a ſtablc truſte in god. The moe 
conpng thou haſtc / if thou lyue not ther⸗ 
after / the moze grcuouſly ſhalt thou ther⸗ 
fo:c be iuged for the myſvſpnge therof. 

+ Therfozc reyſenot thy ſclfc in to pꝛyd fo2 
any craftc oꝛ conig that is gpue vuto the 
but haue ther foꝛe the mo2c frarc dꝛede 
in thy herte / foꝛ certapne it is that thou 
muſte hercatter pelde therfoꝛe the ſfrap⸗ 
ter accompte / it thou thynke that thou 
knoweſt many thyngcs and haſte great 
conpnge / pet knowe it foꝛ certapne that 
there be many mo thyng! that thou kno 
weſt not. And ſo thou mayſte not ryght⸗ 
wyſcly thynke thy ſelfe cöning / but ough 
teſt rather to confefſe thyne pgnoꝛaunce 
#F vnconnynge: why wylte thou pacterre 
thy ſclfe in connynge befoze other/fpthe 
there by manpother moze creellet # mo2e 
connpuge than thou / and better lernyde 
in the lawe : if thou wylt any thyngc ler⸗ 
ne and knowe pꝛofyt ablye to the helth of 
thy ſoult / lerne to be vnknowe a be glade 
to beholden vyle and noughte and bned- 
nynge as thou arte. The moſte hygh and 
the moſte pꝛotytable connynge is this /a 


man to * a ſothfaſte 3 and a 
tult deſpyſynge of hym ſelte. Alſo a man wel 
nat to p:eſumc of hym ſelte / and alwaye | we 

to iuge and to thynke well and bleſſedly 
ot other / is a ſpguc and a token of great k - 
wpſdom and ot great perfeccton and ſpn | — 

gulcr gracc/ it thou ſc any perſs ſynne oz | 0 
chmpttc any great cryme openly befoze ge 

the / pet tuge nat thy ſelte to be better ths wo 
he. Fo2 thou knoweſt nat how loge thou Fes 
(halt perſcuer in goodnes we be al fraple HCl 
but thouſhaltetugeno mau moze fraple | der 


get 
than lby ſclfc. an 
«BHOf the teachynge oktrouthe. | = 


The. iu. Chapitre. bl 

. Appy and bleſted is that perfs | = 
whome trouthe teacheth a en⸗ — 
fozmeth nat by fygurcs oꝛ by ve! 

deceytfull voyces: but as the trouthe is / | | 


our opynyð and our wytt e many tymes 
deceyueth vs / Foꝛ we ſe not the trouthe / G 
what auaplcth vs the knowicge of ſuche he 
thig as (hail ncythcr helpe vs at the dap 

of Jugement if we knowe the / no2 hurte | t 
vsifwe.knowethcm nat. Jt is therfoze ) © 
grcat folye to be neglygent in ſuche thun 8 
ges as be pꝛofptable and neceſſary to un 


The tpꝛſte bone. Folio.iiii. 
and to labaure foꝛ ſuche thynges that be 


. | but curyous- and dampnable. Truelp if 
waye we do ſo we haue eyen but we ſe nat: and 
ledliyp what auayleth vs the knowelege of the 
Treas | kynde and werkynge of creatures truely 
d ſpy nathyngce / he to whome the euerlaſtyng 
eo: woꝛde that is Jcſus ſpckyth: is dyſchar⸗ 
foꝛe ged of many vayne opynpõs / and of that 
tha woꝛde all thynges pꝛocede and all thyn⸗ 
hon | $£s openly ewe crye and belyue that 
wie de is god. No man without hym vn- 
wle derſtandeth the trouthe ne ryghttully iu⸗ 
geth / but he to whom all thynges is one / 

and he that all thynges dꝛaweth i to one 
and all thynges ſcttcth in onc / and deſy= 
 rcthnothynge:but one may anont be ſta 

rſs blpd ĩ herte and be fully pacyfyed in god. 
n: O trouthe that god arte / make me onc 
by with the in pattyte charite / foꝛ al that A 
gs} ; UcdC/ here / oꝛ fe without the is a gre⸗ 
eg nous thyng to me / fo2 in the is all that F 
ec | Wwylloz map deſpꝛe / Let all Doctours be 
he Kull in thy pꝛeſence:and let all crcatutes 
1p kepe the in ſcylẽ̃ce æ thou only loꝛd ſpcke 
te to myſoule. The moꝛe that man is onede 
ze tothe / ⁊ the moꝛe that he is gathered to⸗ 
tz gither ĩ the / the moꝛe he vndſtaͤdith with 


aut labour hygh ſetrete myſteries/foz he 


| The kyꝛſte boke. 
pathe ecſcepued from abouc the lyghte ol 
bnderftaudpngec. A clenc pure and a ſta- 
dlc herte is not bꝛoken ne ipghteclp oucr- 


come with ghoſtly labourcs/ foꝛ he doth | 


all thynge to the Honour of god / a foꝛ he 
is clerely moꝛtitied to hym ſelfe / therfo? 
he coucyteth to be fre fro folowynge his 
owne wyl. what hyndꝛeth the moꝛe than 
thy affcccyons nat fully moꝛtpfied to the 


wyll of the ſpirite /trucly nothyng moꝛc. 


A good deuoute man ſo oꝛdꝛeth his outs 
warde beſpncs that it dꝛawe not hym to 
the loue of it / but that he compell it to be 
obedyent to the wyll ofthe ſppꝛite and to 
the ryght iugement of reaſon, who hath 
a ſtrenger bataple:thã he that laboureth 
fo2 to ouertome hym ſelte / and that ſhuld 
be out daply labour # our dayly deſpꝛe to 
oucrcomt our ſelfe / that we may be made 
trenger in ſppꝛptc / x eneteaſe dayly from 
better to better. Euerp perfeccion in this 
Ipfc hath ſome imperfeccyon annexed vn 
to it there is no knowlege i this wozlde 
but that it ts myrte with ſome blyndnes 
of pgno2atince. And thertoꝛe a mcke kno 
wynge of our ſc!*e1s moꝛe ſpker waye to 


god / than is the ſerchyng foꝛ hyghnes ok 
connpnge. Lonnynge well oꝛdꝛed is not 


| 


0 con 


fo 
utc 
as! 
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The fyz}cboke- Folio. d. 


| tobe blamed foz it is goode and cometh 


of god / but a clenc conſcyeuce and a vertu 


' ous lyte is moche better # moze is to be 


deſpꝛed / bycauſe ſome men ſtudy to haue 
cõnynge rather than to lyue well. Ther⸗ 
foꝛe they erte many tymes z bꝛyng foꝛth 


utel good fruit 02 none. O if they wold be 
as buſpe to auopde ſynne Fto plantc ver⸗ 


tues in thepꝛ ſoulcs / as thep be to mouc 
queſtions: there ſhulde nat be ſo many cz 
uyll thyng; (cnc in the woꝛtld / ne ſo moch 
cupll crample gpuen to the people / ue pet 
ſo moche dyſſolute lpuynge in religion. 
At the dape of Jugement it hall nat be 
aſked of vs what we haue red / but what 
we haue done ne howe well we haue lapd 
but howe relpgiouflp we haue lyued. Tel 
me nowe where be all the great clerkes ® 
famous Doctours whonic thou hat wel 
knowe. when they lpucd they floury ſched 
greatly i thepꝛ lernyng / and nowe other 
men occuppe they? pꝛebendes / # pꝛomoct 
ons / x IJ can not tcl whether they thynde 
any thynge on them. In thepꝛ lyte they 
where hold? grept in the woꝛlde / + nowe 
is lytell ſpckynge of them. O howe ſhoꝛt⸗ 
ly paſſcth awape the gloꝛy of this woꝛid 
with all the kalle decepuabic plealures of 


| Thr tyꝛſte bokc. 
it / wolde to god theyꝛ lyfc hade accorded 
well with theyꝛ lernpnge / foꝛ than hade 


they well ſtudyed and rede / howe many 


peryſche daply i this woꝛlde by vapne cõ⸗ 
nynge that care lytell foꝛ a good lyfe ne 
koꝛ the ſeruyte of god. And bycauſe they 


deſyꝛe rather to be great i the woꝛlde tha 


to be mekc / therfoꝛe they vanyflhe awayt 
in thepꝛ lernynge as ſmoke in the hepꝛe. 
Trucip he is great / that hath great cha⸗ 
ritc:# he is great that is lytell i his owne 
ſyght a that ſctteth at nought al wozldly 
pleaſutes as vyle dunge / ſo that he maye 
wynne Chꝛyſte. And that perſon is very 
well taught that fozfakcth his owne wyl 
and foloweth the wyll of god. 


That lyghte credence is nat 


to be gyuen to woꝛdes. 
The. uu. Chapitre. 

X Tis nat good lyghtly to byz 
leue euerp wo2de 02 inſtpncte 
that cometh / but the thyng 1s 

auyſcdiy and leaſutelp to be coſpdzed an 
pondꝛed that almyghty god be nat offei 
dcd thꝛoughe oure lyghtnes , But alas 
fo: ſoꝛowe we be ſo fraple that we anvfte 


ſhall hauc todo, 


The fyꝛſte boke. Folio. bi. 


byltue of ot her euyll ſoncr tha good / But 


ncucrtheles partpte men be nat ſolyghte 
of credencc / foꝛ they knowe weil that the 
frayltye ot mã is moꝛe pꝛone to cuyll th 


to good / and that it is i woꝛdes very vn⸗ 


ſtablc. It is therfoze great wyſdome nat 
to be haſtyc ĩ our dedes / ne to truſt moche 
in our owne wyttes / noꝛ lyghtelp to by⸗ 
leue euerp tale / noꝛ to ſhewe anoneto o⸗ 
ther all that we here oꝛ byleue. Take al⸗ 
wapt counſeyle of a wyſe mã and coucyte 
rather to be inſtructed and to be oꝛdered 
by other than to folowe thyne owne mus 
cyon / a good lyfe maketh a man wyſe a⸗ 
nenſte god and inſtructeth hym in many 
thyng that a (ynful man ſhall neuer fele 
nc knowe. The moꝛe meke that a man is 
mn hym ſelte and the moꝛe obediẽt that he 
is to god / the moꝛe wyſe a the moꝛe peaſs 
| full hall he be in cuery tbenge that he 


* 


Or the redynge of holy ſcrypture. 
Thc. v. Lhapitre, 


Oe is to be ſoughte i holy ſcrip 


turc / and nat eloquence t; it chulde 
de redde with the ſame ſppꝛpte that 


The fp2lte boke. 

it was fyꝛſte made: we ought alſo to ſck 
m holye Heripturc ghoſtclp p2ofpte/ra 
ther than curpoſptpe of ſtylc / and as gla 
ly hall we rede ſymple deuoute bokcs 
ot hyghe lernynge and connpng / let nat 
the auctozte of thyne auctoure myſlpke 
the / whether he were of great connynge 
02 lytel / but that the loue ot the very pu 
trouth ſtyꝛe the to rede. Aſa not who laid 
this: but take good hede what is ſapde 
men pat lyghtly awapyc / but the trout 
of god euer abydeth. Almyghty god ſpc⸗ 
kcth to vs in his ſcrypturc in dyucrs ma 
ners without gcceptynge of perſons / but! 
our curyoſpte oftclettcth vs in redyng 
of ſcrypture whan we wpll reaſon and a 
gue thynges that we ſhulde mekely x um 
ply paſſe ouer / it thou wylt pꝛotyte by te 
dynge of ſcrypture rede mekely ſymply 1 


faythfully and ncucr deſpꝛe to haue ther⸗ 
by the name of connynge. Aſke gladly # 
here mekelp the ſapeng of ſayntcs:#myſ 
lyke the not the parables of auncpent fa⸗ 
thers fo: they were not ſpoken without 
great cauſe, | 


ot inoꝛdynate aſtectyons. 
The. vi. Chapptte. 


Thc firfte boke. Folio. bit. 
a mi deſpꝛeth any thynge in⸗ 
0zdpnatly : fozthwuh he is inqupet 
in hym ſelte. The pꝛoude man / and 
the couctous man ncucr haue reſte: but 
the meke man and the pooze in ſpirite ly⸗ 
ucth in great aboundaucc ot reſt x peace. 
A man that is nat pet moztyſycd to hym 
ſeltc / is lyghtly tempted and ouercomen 
in lytell and (mall temptacions. And he 
tat is weyke in ſpirite and is pet foms 
what Carnall and inclpned to ſenſpble 
thyng{ may hardly withdꝛa we hym ſelfe 
from wozldly deſpꝛes. And therfoze he 
bathe ofte great grete æ heupnes in herte 
whan he withdzaweth hym from them. 
And hc dyſdayneth anone if any man re⸗ 
ſyſte hym / and i he opteyne that he deſp⸗ 
rcth: pet he is inqupetyd with grudge of 
conſcyence foꝛ he hathe folowed his paſs 
ſid whiche nothynge helpethe to gettige 
of the peace that he deſpꝛed. Than by re⸗ 
ſyſtynge of paſſiõs 1s goten the very true 
peacc of herte and nat by folowynge of 
thẽ / there is therfoꝛe no peace i the herte 
of a Carnall man / No2 in the herte ofa 
mai that gyucth hym ſelfe all to out ward 
thyng / but in the herte of a ghoſtely md 
oz woman whiche haue they? delpte in 
Impta. B.i. 


The fpzſtebokec: 


god / is founde great peace and inwarde | 


guietnes. * * * 10 2 | e 
That vapne hope and clacyon of 
mynde are to be fled and auopded. 


The. vn. Chapitre. 


S 1s vapne that puttethe his 
. truſte in man 027 any creature 
be nat a ſhamed to ſerue other 


fo thc louc of Jcſu chꝛiſte / and tobe poꝛe 
i this woꝛlde foꝛ his ſakc / truſte nat i thy 


ſelfe / but all thy truſte ſet in god / do that | 


in the is to pleaſe hym / and he hall well 
helpe foꝛthe thy good wyll. Truſte nat i 
thync owne cõnynge: nc pet in the con⸗ 


nynge oꝛ poly cyc of any creature lpuige 


but rather i the grace of god whiche hel⸗ 
peth meke perſons / and thoſe that pſume 
of them ſelfe he ſufferethe to fall tyll they 
be micke / gloꝛitie nat thy ſelte in thy ry⸗ 
ches noꝛ in thy woꝛldly frendes foꝛ that 
they be mpghtp / but let all thy gloꝛp be i 
god onelp that gyucth all thynges and 
that deſpꝛeth to gyue hym ſelfc aboue all 
thynges. Exalte not thy ſcife foꝛ the lar⸗ 
genes 02 fapꝛenes of bodyc / foꝛ with a ly⸗ 
tell ſpckenes it mape be ſone defowled / 


The firlte boke, Folio. viii. 
Jope nat in thy ſelte fo: the habplyte o: 
rydenes of wyt leſte thou dyſplcaſe god 
of whoſe gyfte it is all that thou haſtc/ 
holde nat thy ſelfe better than other / leſte 
happely thou be therby impeyꝛed in the 
ſyght ot god that knoweth all that is in 
man / be not pꝛoude of thy good ded; / foꝛ 
the iugemẽ t of god be other thi the iuge 
met{ ot ma to whom it diſplcaſethofte ty 
mes that pleaſeth ma. It᷑ thou haue anp 
goodnes oz vertuc in the / belpue yet that 
there is moche moꝛe goodnes and vertue 
in other fo that thou mayſtc alwape kepe 
the in mekenes. It hurteth nat thoughe 
thou holde thy ſelfe woꝛſe thã any other 
thoughe it be nat ſo i dede / but it hurteth 
moche it thou pᷣferre thy ſelfe aboue any 
other be he neuer ſo great a ſyfier, Great 
peace is with the meke man but in the 
herte of a pꝛoude man is enupe ⁊ 
indpgnacpon. 0 


That mochc famplparpte is to be 
fledde. The. vun. Chapitre. 
Pen nat thy herte to cuery ꝑſo 
but to hym that is wyſt ſeereke 
and dꝛedynge god / de ſedome 
with ponge folkes and ſtraung et 
Impta. B. u. 


The kpꝛſte bone. 
not ryche men / and afozc great me do nat 
lyghtip appcrc. Accopany thy (ctfe with 
meke pcrſons and ſymple in herte that 
be deuoute and of good gouernaũce and 
treate with them of thynges that map e⸗ 
dyfyc and ſtrẽgth thy ſoulc. Be nat fami⸗ 
lyer to any woman. Couepte to be famp⸗ 
lycr onely with god and his Angell;/ but 
the famplyariteofma as moche as thou 
maiſte loke thou eſchewe / charite is to be 
had to all:but famplpatite is nat expedi⸗ 
ent. Somtpme it happencth that a perſõ 
vnknowen thzoughe his good fame is 
moche cõmendable / whole pꝛeſence after 
lyketh vs not ſo mochc. we wene ſõtyme 
with our pꝛeſence to pleaſc other / whan 
we rather dyſpleaſe them thzoughe the 
eupll mancrs and cuyll condycyons that 
they ſe and wpll conſpdꝛe in vs. 


Pt mcke ſubicctton and obedpence 
and that we ſhall gladly folo we 
thc counſcyle of other. 
Thc.ir.Lhapitre, 


T 1s a great thynge to be obe⸗ 
dient tolyuc vnder a Pꝛelate a 
in nothynge to ſtke our owne 


e- 


The fpyꝛſte boke. Folio. ix. 
lybertpe: It is moche moꝛe ſuretr wape 
to ſtande in the ſtate of obedience:than in 
the ſtate of pꝛelacye. Many be vnder obe 
dience moꝛe of necelipte than of charite / 
and they haue great paync and lyghtelp 
murmure # grudge : and they ſhall neuer 
hauc lybertie and frydome of ſpirite tyll 
they hoolp ſubinyte them (clte vnto theyꝛ 
ſuperiour. Go here and there where thou 
wylte: e thou ſhalte neuer fynde perfpte 
reſt:but in meke obedience vnder the go⸗ 
uernaunce of thy pꝛelate. The ymage- 
nynge e the thaungynge of places hat he 
deccpued many a religious pſon/trouthe 
it is that cucry man is dyſpoſed to do af- 
ter his owne wyll / and beſt can agre with 
them that folowc his wapes. But if we 
wyll that god be amonge vs: we muſte (6 
tyme lcue our owne wyl thoughe it ſeme 
good / that we maye haue loue and peace 
with ot her. whois ſo wyſe that he can 
fully knowe all thynges: truely nonc. 

Thertoꝛe truſte nat moche to thyn owne 
wytte. But here gladly the counſcyle of 
other. And if parcaſe the thynge whiche 
thou woldeſt haue done be good and pꝛo⸗ 
fytablc/ and pet neuertheleſſe thou leueſt 
thpne owne wpll therin and foloweſte o⸗ 


2116+ The kpꝛſte boke. 

ther: Thou ſhalte fynde moche pꝛotpte 
therby.J haue ofte tymes herde ſap that 
tt is moe ſurer wape to here # take coũ⸗ 
ſayie than it is to gyue it. It is good to 
here euery mannes counſaple but nat to 
agre wh reaſon requyecth it is a ſygne 
ofa great, ſyngularyte of mynde and of 
mocheuwardc p2ydc+ | 


hat we chulde auoyde ſupcrfluyte_ 
of woꝛdes and the company of 


wWwoꝛldly lpupnge people 
10K. Tb. x. Chapitte. 


Uoyde the 2pany of al wonld⸗ 


thou mapſte: toꝛ the treatyng 
ly maters letteth greatly the fer 
uoure ot ſpirite / thoughe it be done with 
a good inttt / we be auone decepued with 
vanytc of the woꝛlde and in mancr are 
made as thꝛall vnto it:but we take good 
hede. A wolde J had bold? my pcate ma 
ny tymes whan J haue ſpoken / and that 
J had nat ben ſo moche amonge wozld- 
ly company as I haue ben. But why are 
we ſo glad to ſpeke and cõmon to gyther 
ſyth we ſo ſeldome departe without ſome 


Iy lpuyng pcople as moche as | 


The tutte bone. Folio.r, 
Harte ot tanſcience / this is the cauſe by 
our cõmynynge to gyther we thynke to 
comtoꝛte eche other and to retreſſhe oure 
hertes whan webe troubled with vayne 
pmagynacyds:and we fpcke moſte glad⸗ 
ly of ſuche thynges as we moſte loue 02 
elles of thynges that be moſte contrary= 
ous bnto vs. But alas foꝛ fo:owe all is 
vayne that we do / foꝛ this out warde c6- 
fozte is no lytell hyndꝛaunce ot᷑ the treue 
mwarde comfo:zte that commeth of god, 
Terfozc it is neceſſary that we watche 
pꝛaye that the tyme paſſe nat awaye fro. 
vs in pdelnes: If it be lauſull and expe⸗ 
dient to ſpcke/fpcke tha of god and ſuche 
thyng as are to the cdyfyng ot thy ſoule 
o2 of thy neybours / & euyll vſt and a nec⸗ 
clygence ofour ghoſtely pzofyte/ maketh 
vs ofte tymes to tac lytel hede howe we 
chulde ſpcke. Acuertheleſſe ſomtyme it 


helpeth ryght moche to the helthe of the 


ſoule / a deuoute compnynge of ſpirituall 
thyng;:fpecyally wha men ot one mynde 
ot one ſpirite in god / do mete and ſpeke 
and cõ men to gyther. „ „ 
The mcanes to gette peas / and of 
deſpꝛe to pꝛotyte in vertues. 


The,, Chapitre. 


The kpꝛite boke} 
t myghtc bauc moche peare if we 
wolde nat medle with other menes 
ſapngcs and doynges that belouge 
nat vnto vs / Howe mape he longe lpuc i 
peace that wylfully wyll medlie with o⸗ 
ther meͤnes buſpnes / and that ſekethe oc⸗ 
caſpons without fourthe in the woꝛlde a 
ſcldome 02 neuer gathercth. hymſelfc to 
gether in god / bleed be the treue ſpmple 
&mcke perſons / foꝛ they ſhall haue great 
plente ot peate / why haue many ſayntcs 
bene fo pertytly contemplatyuc / foꝛ they 
alwape ſtudied to mozttfie the fro woꝛld⸗ 
ly deſp2cs that they myght frelye with al 
the power of theyꝛ herte tẽde to our loꝛde 
But we be occupied with our paſſions # 


bt mochte buſped with tranſptozy thyngx 


and it is very ſeldome that we map oucr⸗ 
come any onc vyct. And we be nothynge 
quycke to our dayly dutyes wherfo:zc we 
remaynt colde and lowe to deuocy on / if 
we were perfptely mo2tificd to the wozld 
and tothe fleſche and were inwardly pu⸗ 
tytied in ſoule we ſholde anone ſouour he 
uenly thynges and ſomwhat ſhulde we 
haue experpcnce of heuenly contempla⸗ 
ction. The grrateſt hynderafice of the he⸗ 
ucnly contemplacpon is / foz we arc nat 


| 
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barg ene 
pt out p 

concupiſtutt / ne we enfoꝛce not our ſclfe 
to folowe the waye that holy ſaint; haue 
gonc befo2c'vs/but wha anp lytel aduer⸗ 
lyte cometh to vs we anone cafte downe 
therin & tourne vs ouerſonc to ſeke mans 
nes cofo:te. But if we wolde as ſtrongt 
men and as myghty Champions fyghte 
ſtrongly i this ghoſtly bataylt / we ſhulde 
bndoughtcdly ſe the helpe of god come i 
our nede / foꝛ he is alwaye redye to helpe 
all them that truſte in hym. And he pꝛo⸗ 
cureth occaſy6s of ſuche bataple to thede 
we ſhulde ouercome and haue the victoꝛp 
Ein the ende to haue the greater rewarde 
thcrfozc:1f we ſet thende and periectyon 
ot our relygyon in theſe out warde obſer⸗ 
uances / our deuocion ſhall ſone be ended. 
wherfoꝛe we muſte ſet our axe depe to the 
tote ofthe trec / that we purged fro all paſ 
ſions mapc haue a qupet mynde. It we 
wolde euer ytre oucrcome one vyct / we 
ſhulde anone come to perteccion / but J 
fcarc rathet that contrary wyſc we were 
better and purer i the begynnpnge of our 
conuerſion than we be many peres after 
we were conuerted. Our feruour and de⸗ 
ſyꝛe to vertue ſhulde dayly increaſt in vs 


aue The tall boke; : it > 
as we isereate m agt. But it is nowe 
thonght a great thyngt y& ne may holde 
atptetl ſpercie of the feruaunthat we had 
fpzftcy/but if; we wolde at thebegynnyng 
dickc the eupll inclinacaem chat we haue 
to our ſelte + to our owut wyll / we ſhulde 
after do vertuous werkes aſelpe æ. with 
great gladncs; of herte. It is an harde 
thyngc ta icue cuyll cuſtomes: but it is 
moꝛe harde to bʒce our owne wyll. But 
tt is moſte harde euermoꝛe to lye i payne 
and .cndicfly to leſe the ioyes st hcuen. It 
thou vucrrom nut ſmall thyngß s lyghte. 
howe ſhaite thou thã ouercame the grea⸗ 
ter. Beſpſte.therfoze: qupckelp iu the be⸗ 
gpnnpngathpcupll inctpnacpons / c leue 
ot hole all thyne cuyll euſtames leſte hap 
ly by lytell and lyteil they hynge the af- 
ter to greater dyſfptulte. O it thou wol⸗ 
deſt confydzehowe great iniy peas thou 
ſhuldeſt have thy ſelte &howec great glad 
nes thou ſhuldeſt cauſe in other in beha⸗ 
uynge of thy ſcifc well. I ſuppoſc veryly 
thou woldeſt be moche moꝛe dylygent to 
pꝛotpte in vertue than thou haſte ben be⸗ 
foe this tyme. : 9% 
f the pꝛofyte of aducrſpte, 
4 i The. xi. Chapit re . 
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The tyꝛſte bone? Folio. xit. 
T ts good that we haue ſõ tune 
gryeffes & aduerſites: foz they 

| dzyue a man to bcholde hym 

ſelte ę to ſe that he is here but as i an cx⸗ 
ple. # be lerned therby to knowe that he 
ought nat to put his truſte i auy wozldly 

thynge. It is good alſo that we ſuffre (5- 

tyme contradiccion / and that we be holde 

of other as cuyll aud w2etcheds ſynfull 
thoughe we do well and entende well / toꝛ 
ſuche thynges helpe vs to mrkencs and 
myghtcly defende vs frome bapne glo2p 

# p2ydc: we take god the better to be oure 

Juge e wytncs / whan we be outwardly 

diſpyſcd in the woꝛlde / e that the wozlde 

tugeth nat wel ot vs / therfoꝛc a mi ought 
to ſtable him ſelf ſo fully i god that what 
aducrſytc ſo cucr befall vnto hym he ſhal 
nat nede to ſcke any out warde comfozte.. 
wha a good man is troubled oz tempted 
oꝛ is inquycted with cuyll thoughts / tha 
he vnderſtandeth e knoweth that god is 
moſte neteſſary to him / & that he may no 
thyng do that is good withouthim. Tha 
he ſoꝛoweth wayleth and pꝛayeth fo2 the 
miſcries that he ryghttully ſuffrcth. The 
it pzketh hym alſo the wꝛerchydnes of 
this lpie / and he coueyteth to be diſſolued 


| The fp2>teboke. 
from this dadyc of dethe / and to be with 
Chꝛiſte. And than alſo he ſeeth wel:thcre 
mayt be no kul peace ne pare ſpebernes 


m this wozlde. o*% 14% 
ot temptations to be reſpſted. 
1 The. xn. Chapitre. 


* longe as we lyuc in this 
worde: we mape nat be fully 


well anenſte his temptaciõs and watche 


m pꝛapers that the ghoſtly enemp fynde | 
nat tyme# platt to deceyue hym/ whiche 


ncucr ficpcthe but alwape goeth aboute 
lekynge whome he mayc denoure. There 
is no man ſo perfpte ne ſo holye in this 
woilde / that he ſomtyme ne hathe temp⸗ 
tacpðs / and we map nat fully be without 
them / koꝛ thoughe they de foꝛ the tyme ve 
tyc greuous and papntull / yet if they be 
rcſpſted they be very pꝛokyt able / foꝛ a ma 
by crperycnce of ſuche temptacyons / is 
made moꝛe mcke and is alſo purged and 
ffozmcd i dyuers maner whiche he chulde 
neuer haue knowen / but by cxperyence of 


without temptacpon / x Foz 
as Job ſapth temptaciõ is the lyfe of m4 | 
vpon erthe / therfo:e cuery man ſhulde be 


ith 
cre 


The tyꝛſte bone. Folio. xiii. 
ſuche temptacpons. All blcficd ſayntes 
that nowe is crowned in heuen grewe 
pꝛofyted by temptacions and tribulatios 
and thoſe that coulde nat well bere temp 
tacpons / but were fynally ourcome / be ta 
ken perpetuall pziſoncrs en hell. There 
is no oꝛdꝛe ſo holy ne no place ſo ſecrete 
that is fully without temptacion / ⁊æ there 
is no man that is fully ſpker from it here 
in this lyte / foz in our coꝛrupte bodye we 
bere the mater wherby we be tẽpted/ that 


is our inoꝛdynate cõcupyſcence where in 
we were boꝛne. As one temptacion goth / 
an other cõmeth and ſo we alwape haue 
* Comwhat to ſuffre / and the cauſe is foꝛ we 
haue loſte our inocfſpe, Many folke ſcke 
to fle temptacion / and they fall the moꝛe 


reuoullp in to it. Foz by oncly flepnge 
mape nat haue victoꝛpe / but by meke⸗ 
nes and pacpence we be made ſtronger 
tha all our enempes / De that oncly fleet 
the outwarde occaſions and cutteth nat 
awayc the moꝛdynate deſpꝛes hydde in⸗ 
wardlp in the herte ſhall lytell pꝛofyte /# 
temptacions ſhall lyghtly come to hym a 
gayne and greue hym moꝛe thi they dyd 
fy2ſtc / by lytell and lytell with pacit᷑ce ⁊ 
with ſuffcraunce / and with the helpe of 


—_ 


e ſyꝛſte boke. 


god/ thou ſhalte ſoner ouercome tempta⸗ 


tions thi with thync ownc ſtrength and 
impoꝛtunpte. In thy tcmptacyon it is 
good that thou ofte acke counſaple and 


that thou be nat rygoꝛouſe to no pſd that 


is tempted / but be glad to comfozxte hym 


as thou woldeſt be tõtoꝛted. The begyn⸗ 


nynge ok all euyll temptatyons is in cõ⸗ 
ſtaunce of mpnde and to lytell a f᷑ruſte in 


god. Fo? as a ſhyp without a guide is du 
uen hether and theder with eucry ſtozme | 
So an vnſtable man that anone leueth 
his good purpoſe in god / is dyuerſiy tep⸗ 


| 


ted / the fyꝛe pꝛoueth golde / andtemptacy 


on pꝛoueth the right wyſe mã / we hnowe 
nat many tymes what we can ſuffre/ but | 
temptacyd che weth plapnly what we ate 


and what vertue is in vs. It is neceſſary 
in the begynnynge of cuerp tept ation to 


| 


| 


be well ware / fo2 thi the enempe is ſone 


ouercome if he be nat ſuffred to enter in 


to the herte. But that he be reſyſted and 


ſhytte out as ſone as he ꝓfereth to entre 


fot as a bodely medicpn is very late mini 


ſtred whi the ſyckenes hathe ben ſuffred 


to enereate by longe contynuaunee / ſo it 


is of temptacyon. Fy2ſte commeth to the 
mpude an vnclene thoughte / and alter 


ot} 


the 
fter 


The tpille boke: - Folto.ritif, 


s | foloweth a Gronge Jmagynacyon : and 


than delectacpon and dyuers cupil mo⸗ 
cyons/ and in the ende foloweth n fil al⸗ 
ſent; And ſo by lytell and lpteil the enc⸗ 
mye hathe full entre fo2 he was nat wp⸗ 
— in the begyunpug/# the moꝛe 
ſlowe that a man 1s in rcſyſtynge the 
moꝛe wepke he is to reſyſte / and the enc⸗ 
mye is dayly the moe ſtronger agaynſt 


hym. Some perſons haue they? greatcſt 
temptacions in the begpunpnge of thepz 
tonucrſpon / ſome in the ende: and ſome 
in maner all theyꝛ lyte tyme be troublcd 


ther with / aud ther be many that be but 
lyghtly tempted: and all this cometh of 
the great wpſdom# ryghtwyſnes of god 


> whichc knoweth the ſtate and meryte of 


cucry pcrſo:and oꝛdeyncth all thyng fo: 
thebeſtc / and to the cucrlaſtpnge helthe 
t ſaluacyon of his clecte # choſcn peoplc. 
Therfoꝛe we ſhall nat dyſpeyꝛe whau we 
be tempted but ſhall the moꝛe feruentlye 
pꝛape vnto god that hc of his tnfpnytc 
goodnes and fatherly pyte vouchcſafec oz 
helpe vs i cucry nede / that hc-accozdige 
to the ſapnge of ſapnt Poule ſo pꝛeut̃t vs 
with his grace in cuery tẽptacið / that we 
ſhall may ſuſtepne / let vs than meken our 


The fp:ſteboke, 
foulcs vadcr thc ſtrõge hide of almighty 
god/foz he wyll ſauc all them and exalte 
All. them that be here mene and lowe in 
ſpirite. In temptacions # trybulacyons 
8 man is pꝛoued howe moche he hathe 


ꝓStited / a his meryt is therby thegreat a⸗ 


nenſte god / and his vertues ate the moꝛe 
openlp ſhewed. It is no great matuaple 
if a man be feruent and deu oute whit he 
felethe no grefc:but it he can ſuffre pacy⸗ 
entip in the tyme of temptacion oꝛ other 
aduerſite / and therwithall can alſo ſtyꝛe 
bym ſelte to feruour of ſpixite / it is a tokt᷑ 
that he hall greatly pꝛotyte hercatter tn 
vertue and grace. Dome perſons be kept 
from any grcat teptactons: and pct dap⸗ 
ly they he ouercome thzoughe lytcll and 
ſmall occaſpons/and that is of the great 
goodnes and ſuffraunce of dod to kepe 
the in mekenes / that they ſhall nat truſte 
ne pꝛeſume ofthem ſelte / that ſe the ſelte 
ſo lyghtly and in ſo lytcll yr 9 
ducreome. 0 ” 


That we ſhall nat Juge lyghtiy 
other menes dedes / ne cleue 
moche to our owne wpll 
The.xiui. chapitre, 
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The firfte boke. Folio.rv, 
| Aue alwaye a good eye to thy 

ſelte / and beware thou iuge nat 
lyghtly other men, In iugyng 
other men a man ofte labourcth i vapne 
ofte erreth and lyghtly offedcth god / but 


- in tugynge hym ſclfe and his owne dedz / 


he alwaye laboureth frutfully and to his 
ghoſtly pꝛofyte / we iuge oft tymes after 
our herte and our owne affeccyonss nat 
after the truthe / koꝛ we ofte leſe the treue 
iugement thꝛoughe our p2puate louc. 

But if god were alwape the hole intent 
of our deſyꝛe we ſhulde nat ſo lightly erre 
in our iugementes / noꝛ ſo lyghtip be trou 
bled foꝛ that we be reſiſted of our wyll / 
but comenly there is in vs ſome inwarde 
inclynacyon oz ſome out warde affeccyon 
that dꝛaweth our herte with them frome 
the treue iugemẽt. Manp pſds khꝛdu 
a ſecrete loue that they haue to theyꝛ ſelſc 
woꝛke vndeſcretely after theyꝛ owne wyl 
and nat after the wyll of god / a yet they 
wene nat ſo / a they ſeme to ſtande i great 


in warde peace w u thynges folowe af- 

ter theyꝛ mĩde:but it it folowe other wyſe 

than they wolde / anone they de moucd 

with impacience and be ryght heuy and 

penſpfe. By diuerſites of 3 
i. 


Impta. 


The kyꝛſte boke. 
ſpꝛöge many tymes dyſcenciõs bytwene 
krendes e neyghbours / and alſo byt wene 
religious deuoute perſones. An olde cus 
ſtome is hardly bꝛoken and no man wyll 
lyghtly be remoued from his owne wyll / 
but if thou cleue moꝛe to thync owne wyl 
oꝛ to thyne owne reaſon than to the meke 
obedifce of Jeſu Lhzyſtc / it wyll be lõge 
oꝛ thou be a ma illumined with grace/foz 
almyghty god wyll that we be pcrfytely 
ſubicete a obedient to hym / and that we 
aſcende #ryſc hyghe aboue our owne wpl 
# abouc our 0wne reaſon by a great bꝛen 
npngcloue and a hole deſpꝛe to hym. 


ot werkes done in chatite. 
The. xv. Lhapttre. 


Oꝛ nothyng in the woꝛlde noz | 

fo2 the louc of no creature / no 

euyll is to be done / but ſõtyme 
fo: the nede k cofo2te of our neyghboure 
a good dede maye be deferred oꝛ be tours | 
ned in to anothcr good dede / foz therby 
the good dede is nat deſtroyed / but is chi | 
ged in to better / without charite the out⸗ 
warde dede is lytell to be pꝛapſed but 
what ſo euer is done of charite be it ncuet 


| 
| 


The fp2fte boke. Folio. xvi. 
fo lyfell oz neuer ſo deſpiſable in ſyght of 
the wozlde : it is ryght pꝛofptable befoꝛe 
god. whiche iugeth all thynge aftcr the 
intẽt ofthcdocr#nat after the greatues 
oꝛ woꝛthynes of the dede: he doth moche 
that moche loucth god: # he doth moche 
that dothe his dede well: & he dothe his 
dede well that dothe it rather foꝛ the cõ⸗ 
mpnalte than foꝛ his ownc wyll. A dede 


ſomtyme ſemeth to be done ot chartte ⁊᷑ ot 


toucto god / whã it is rather donc of a car 
nalitc æ of a fleſchh loue than of a chari⸗ 
table louc / foꝛ comonlp ſome carnal incly 
nacion to our fredes / oꝛ ſome ino2dpuate 
louc to our ſelfe / oꝛ ſome hope ot a tempo⸗ 
tall rewarde oꝛ a deſyꝛe of ſome other ꝓ⸗ 
kyte moucth vs to do the dede e nat the 
pute louc of chatite. Charite ſeketh nat 
him ſelfe i that he doth: but he defiecth to 
do oncly that ſhall be honour & pꝛaiſpuge 
to god / he enupeth no ma koꝛ he loucth no 
p2puate loue:noꝛ he wyll nat Jope i hym 
ſclfe but hc coucteth aboue al thigꝭ to be 
bleſſed in god / he knoweth well that ns 
goodnes begynncth oꝛigynallp of ma / 
therfoꝛe he rekerreth al goodnes to god of 
whome all thpyng? pꝛocede ⁊ ĩ whome all 


bleſſed ſaitꝭ do reſte i cucrlaſtige truiciom 


Impta. C.ii. 


The fpzite boke. 
9 he that had a lytell ſpercle of this pars 
fptc charite ſhulde fele ſothefaſtly in his 
ſoule that all erthly thynges be full of va 
upte. * 5 


Pt the ſufferynge of other mennes. 
detfautes. The. xvi.Chapitre. 
Uche dcfautes as we can nat 
amende in our ſelfe noꝛ i other / 
we muſte paciently ſuffre tyll 


our loꝛde of his goodnes wyll otherwiſe | w 


diſpoſe. And we ſhall thynke that happcs 
ly it is ſo beſt foꝛ to be foꝛ pꝛouige of our 


pacience: without whiche our merptes 
arc but lytell to be pondꝛed / Meuertheles 


thou ſhalte pꝛape hertely foꝛ ſuche impe⸗ 


dimentes that our loꝛde of his great mer 
ty and goodnes voucheſaue to helpe vs 
that we map paciently bere the. It thou | 
admonyſthe any perſone ones oꝛ twyſe F | 
he wyll nat take it:ſtryuc nat ouermoche 

with hym but cõmpte all to god that his 

wyll be done and his honourc in all his 
ſeruauntes / foꝛ he can well by his good⸗ 

ncs tourne eupll in to good:ſtudye alway | 
that thou he pacyt᷑t i ſufferynge of other 
mencs default; foz thou haſte manp thi- 


n 


The fyꝛſte boke. Folio. xbii. 
ges in the that other do ſuffre of the / and 


' tf thou can nat make thy ſclfe to be as 


thou woldeſt/howe mayſtc thou thi loke 
to haue an other to be oꝛdꝛed in all thyn⸗ 
ges after thy wyll. we wolde gladly haue 
other perkyte / but wyll nat amende oure 
owne defaut?/we wolde that other ſhulde 
be ſtraytely coꝛrected foz they? offences: 
but we wyllnat be coꝛrected. Jt myllp⸗ 
keth vs that other haue lybertie: but we 
wyll nat be denped of that we aſke. we 


wolde alſo that other ſhuld be reſtrapned 


accoꝛdynge to the ſtatutes / but we in no 
Wyſe wyll be reſtrapned. Thus it appe⸗ 
reth euydently that we ſeldome pondꝛe 


dur neyghboure as we do our ſclfe : if all 


men were perkyte what had we than to 
ſuſtre of our neyghbours fo2 god / therfoz 
god hath ſo oꝛdeyned that one ot vs ſhall 
lerne to bere anothers burden / fo2 in this 
woꝛlde no man is without detaute: no 
man. without a burden / no man ſuf- 


” fictent to hym ſelfe / noz no man wyſe 


pnoughe of hym ſelte / wherfoze it beho⸗ 
ueth eche one of vs tobere the burden of 
other / to comfozte other / to helpe other / 
to enfoꝛme other / and to inſtructe and ad 
monyſſhe other in all charite: who is of 


= The fp? te bone. 

moſte vertue appcreth beſt in kyme of ad⸗ 
uerfitc. Occaſpos make nat a man fraple 
but they chewe openly what he is. 


what ſhulde be the lyfe of a true reli⸗ 
gious petſonc. The. vu. Lhapitre, 


_ FX bchoueth the to bꝛeke thyne 
.. PpWwnc wpllin many thynges if 
thou wylt hauc peace and con- 
toꝛde with other. It is no lytell thynge 
to be iu monaſteries oꝛ in congregacions 
and to contynuc there with out complap⸗ 
nyngc oꝛ myſlapnge and faythfully to p- 
ſeuer there vnto thende / bleſſed be they 
that there lyuc well a make a good ende. 
It thou wylte ſtande ſurely in grace and 
moche p2ofptc i vertue: holde thy ſelte as 
an dutlawe and as a pylgrime here ĩ this 
Iyfc/and be glad fo: the loue of god to be 
holden as a fole and as a vyle perſone in 
the woꝛlde as thou arte. The habyte and 
tonfurchelpe lytell / but the chaungynge 
of lyft's the moꝛtifienge of paſſtos make 
a pcrſone pcrfpte and true religious / he 
that ſcketh any other thynge in religion 
than purely god ⁊᷑ the helthe of his ſoule 
hall fynde nothynge there but trouble & 


d⸗ 
ple 


The tyꝛſte bone. Folio. xbui. 
ſoꝛowe / and he may nat ſtãde longe thert 
i peace and qupetnes / that laboureth nat 
to be lette # ſubgect to al. It is good ther 
toꝛe that thou remembꝛe ofte that thou 


caincſte to religion to ſerue and nat tobe 


ſerued. And that thou arte called thyther 
toſuffre and to labourc / # nat to be pdle 
ne to tell vayne tales. x In religion a 
man ſhall be pꝛoued as golde in a furnace 
and no man mape ſtande longe there in 
grace and vertuc / but he wyl with all his 
herte meke hym ſelte / koꝛ the louc of god. 


ok the examples of holy 
fathers. The. xvui. 
Chapitre. 


Eholde the lyuely examples of 

holp fathers and bleſſed ſaintes 

i whome flouryThed and ſhone 
all true pcrfcecton of lyfe and all perfyte 
religion. And thou ſhaltc ſe howe lytell it 
is and welnyghe as nothinge that we do 
nowe in theſe daycs in coparyſon of the. 
O what is our lyfe it it be to the compay⸗ 
red. They ſerued our loꝛde in hunger a in 
thurſtc / in heate / in colde /i nakyones / in 
laboure: aud in werpneſle / in vygyllcs 


and faſtynges / in pꝛapours and in holy. 
meditacions in perſecucions and in ma⸗ 
ny rep2cffes. O howe many # howe gre- 
uous tribulatios ſuffred the apoſtles mar 
tyꝛs / confeſſours / virgyns and other holy 
ſayntes that wolde folowe the ſteppes of 
Chꝛyſt. They retuſed honoures æ all bo⸗ 
dely plcaſures here in this lyte:that they 
myght al way haue the cuerlaſtynge lyfe. 
O howe ſtrapte and howe abtecte a = 
lede the holy fathers in wyldernes / howe 
greuous temptacion they ſuffred / howe 
fpcrſly they were with theyꝛ ghoſtly ene⸗ 
myes aſſapled:hobwe ferutt pꝛapout they 
dayly offered to god. what rygourous 


abſtynence they vſed / howe great zeale# 
fcruour they had to ſpirituall pfyte/how 
ſtronge — they helde agaynſte all 


ſynne / aod howe pure and hole intẽt they 
had to god in all theyꝛ dedes / on the dap 
they laboured + on the night they pꝛayed 
And thoughe they laboured on the daye 
bodelp / pet they p2ayed in mynde / and ſo 
they ſpente theyꝛ tyme alway frutetully: 
e thought euery hourc ſhozte foꝛ the ſer⸗ 
uyce of god / a foꝛ the great cwetnes that 
they had in heuenly contemplacton/ they 
fozgectc oftctymes theyꝛ bodely teteccion 
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The fpzfte bone. Folio. xix. 
All ryches honour dygnytes kynneſmen 
and frendes they renounced foz the loue 
of god / they coueted to haue nothynge of 
the woꝛlde and ſcarſcly they wolde take 
that was neceſſary foꝛ the bodely kynde. 
They were pooꝛe in wozldly goodes but 
they were riche in grate and vertue: they 
were nedye out wardlp / but in wardlye in 
theyꝛ ſoules they were replenyſſhed with 


grace and ghoſtly c6foztes. To the woꝛld 
they were alyens and ſtraungers / but to 
god they were ryght dere and fampylyer 


frendes. In the ſyght ot the woꝛlde and 
in theyꝛ owne ſyght they were vyle and 
abiecte / but in the ſyght of god and of his 
ſayntes they were pꝛecious and ſyngler⸗ 
ly clecte. In them ſhone all perteccion of 
vertut / true mekenes / ſymple obediencc / 
charite / and pacience / with other lyke ver 
tues # gratious gyftes of god. whertoꝛe 
they pꝛofyted dayly in ſpirite and obtey⸗ 
ned great grace of god. They be lefte as 
an cxample to all religious perſons and 
moꝛe ought theyꝛ examples to ſtere the 
to deuotion and to pfyte moze and moze 
mm vertue and grace / than the great mul⸗ 
tytude of dyſſolute and ydle perſds ſhuld 
any thynge dzavc them abacke. O what 


The fp2\te boke. 
teruout * in reltgious-perſons at the 
begynnynge of they? religion / what de⸗ 
uocion in pꝛapers / what 3zcale to vertuc / 
what louc to ghoſtly dyſſiplyne / à what 
reuerente and mekc obedience floꝛyſſhed 
in them vnder the rule of theyꝛ ſuperiour 
truely theyꝛ dedes pet bere witneſſe that 
they were holy and perkyte that ſo mygh 


| 


tely ſubdued the wo2lde and thꝛyſte it vn- 


der fote. Rowe adapes he 1s accompted 
vertuous that is no offender and that 
may with pacyfce kepe ſome lytell ſpar⸗ 
cle ot that vertue ⁊ of that feruoure that 
he had fyꝛſte. But alas foꝛ ſoꝛawe it is 
thꝛoughe our owne ſlouthe # neglygente 
and thꝛoughe leſynge of tyme that we be 
ſo ſone fallen from our fy2ſte feruoure in 
to ſuche a ghoſtely weykenes and dulnes 
ſpirite / that in maner it is to tedyous to 
vs fo2 to lyuc / but wolde to god that the 
deſpꝛe to p2ofpte in vertue flepte nat fo 
vtterly in the:that ofte haſte ſene the ho⸗ 
ly examples of bleſſed ſapntes. 


Of the exercyſes of a good re⸗ 
ligious perſonc. The 
kxix.Chapi⸗ 
tre. 


The tyꝛſte boke. Folio. xx. 
De lyte of a good religious 

man ſhulde ſhyne in all vertue 

| andbeinward as it appcreth 
out warde and that moche moꝛe in warde 
fo: almyghtye god beholdethe the herte 
whome we ſhulde alwape honoure and 
reuerence as if we were euer in his bode⸗ 
ly p2cſfcc and appere befoze hym as aũ⸗ 
gelles clene and pure ſhynynge in al ver⸗ 
tue / we oughte cucry dape to renewe 
our purpoſe in god / and to ſtere our herte 
to fcruoute and deuocion: as thoughe it 


were the fyꝛſte daye of our conuerſion 


dayly we ſhall pzaye and ſay thus. Helpe 
me my loꝛde Jeſu that J mape pcrſcuer 
in good purpoſe and in thy holy ſeruyce 
vnto mp deth and that J mapnowe thts 
pꝛeſtt daye perfytelp begynne foꝛ it is no 
thynge that J haue done in tyme paſte, 

After our purpoſc + after our intent ſhall 
be our rewarde/# thoughe our intente be 
neuer ſo good pet it is neceſſarpe that we 
put therto a good wyll and a great deli⸗ 
gencc / foꝛ if he that ofte tymes purpoſeth 
to do well a to pꝛofyte in vertue pet fap⸗ 
leth in his doynge / what ſhall he do than 
that ſeldõ oꝛ neuer takcth ſuche purpoſe. 


. The kpꝛite bone. 
Let vs entend to do the beſt we can / and 
pet our good purpoſe map happen to be 
letted and hynd2cd in dyucrs maners / a 
our ſpeciall hyndꝛaũce is this /that we ſo 
Ipghtly lcue of oure good exercpſes that 
we haue vſed to doo befoze tyme/fo2 it is 
ſeldome ſene that a good cuſtome wyltul⸗ 
ly bzoken map be recouered agapne with 
out great ſpirituall hyndꝛaũce. The pur⸗ 
poſe of ryght wyſe men dependeth in the 
grace of god moꝛe than in them ſelte oꝛ i 
they: owne wyldome / foꝛ man purpoſeth 
but god diſpoſeth / ne the waye that man 
Gall walke in this woꝛlde is nat in hym 
ſelfe but in the grace ot god. It a good cu 
ſtome be ſomtyme lette of toꝛ helpe of our 
neyghboure / it mape ſone be recouered 
but if it be lette ot thꝛough ſlouthe oꝛ ne⸗ 


glygecc of our ſelte it wil hindzevs greas | 


ly and hardly wyl it be recouered agapne 
Thus it apereth that thoughe we incou⸗ 
rage our ſelte all that we can to do well / 
pet we shall lyghtly fayle in many thyn⸗ 
ges. And neuertheles thoughe we mape 


nat alway fulfyl it / yet it is good that we 


alwaye take ſuche good purpoſe eſpecial⸗ 
ly agaynſte ſuche thynges as hyndzethe 
vs moſte / we muſte alſo make dilygente 


:, 


| 
| 
| 
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The fp2ftc bone. Folio. xxi. 
ſerthe bothe within vs and without vs 
that we leue nothynge moꝛdpnate vnre⸗ 
toꝛmed i vs as nyghe as our frapite map 
ſuffre / Eif thou can nat foꝛ frailte of 

ſelfe do thus contpnualp / pet at the 1 

that thou do it ones on the dap euenynge 
oꝛ mo2nynge. In the moꝛnige thou ſhalt 
take a good purpoſc / foz that dape folo- 
wynge: and at nyght thou ſhalt dy ſcuſſe 
dylygently howe thou haſte behaued the 
the dape byfoꝛe in woꝛde / in dede / and in 
thought / foꝛ in them we do ofte offcude 
god e our neyghboure. Arme the as chꝛi⸗ 
ſtes true knyght with mekenes and cha⸗ 
ritc apenſt all the malycc of the cuemye. 
Kecfraypne glotony # thou ſhalte the moꝛe 
lyghtly/rcfrapnc all carnall deſpꝛes. Let 
nat the ghoſtly enemy fynde the all ydle/ 
but that thou be redynge / wꝛittyng / pꝛa⸗ 
pnge deuoutlp / thynkynge / oꝛ ſome other 
good laboure doynge / foꝛ the cõmynalte. 
Godelp exercyſes are to be done ſccretly: 
fo: that that is pzofytable to one is ſom⸗ 
tyme hurttull to a nother / and alſo ſpiri⸗ 
tuall labours donc of deuocion are moe 
ſurely done in pꝛiuite than in open place. 
And thou muſte beware that thou be nat 
moze redy to pztuate deuocions than to 


The kpꝛiteboke. 
them that thou arte bounde to by ductye 
of thy teligion / but whã thy duety is ful- 
fpllcd than adde therto as thy deuocion 
gyueth. Allmaycnat vſe one maner of 
excreplc but one in one mancr/another 


in another mancr as they ſhall fcle to be 


moſte pꝛokpt able to them. Alſo as the 
tpme requyzcth ſo dpuers exercyſes are 


to be vſcd / foꝛ one maner of crereyſeis ne 


ceſlarp on the holp dape / another on the 
fetiall dape / one in tymc of temptacpon 
another in tyme ot peace and conſolacp⸗ 
on / one whi we haue ſwetnes m deuoci⸗ 
on / Another whan deuocpon withdꝛa⸗ 
weth / Alſo agapnſte pꝛyncppall feaſtes 


we oughte to be moꝛe deligente in good 


werkes aud deuoutly to call foꝛ helpe to 
the bleſled ſaintes that than be wozſhyp= 
ped in the Churche of god / than in other 
tymes and to dyſpoſe our ſelte in lye ma 
ner as u weſhulde than be taken out cf 
this woꝛlde. And be bꝛought ito the cucr 
laſtynge feaſte in hcuen. And ſythe that 
blyſle is pet deferred from vs foꝛ a tyme 
we mayc wellthynke that we be nat pet 
rody ne woꝛthp to come therto. And ther 
koꝛe we ought to pꝛepapꝛe our ſelfe to be 
moe redyr another tyme / foꝛ as ſaynte 


The fyꝛſte boke,  Fellto.xrrif, 
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Luke ſaythe, x Bleſſcd is that ſcruaunt 
whome our Lo2dc (wha he ſhall come at 
the houre of dcthe)ſhall fyude redy / loꝛ he 
ſhall take hym and lyfte hym vp hyghc a 
bouc all erthly thynges in to the eucrla⸗ 
ſtpnge ioye and blelle in the kyndome of 
beuen. Amen. 90 
ot the louc of onlynes and ſcylence. 
The. xx. Chapure. 

Ekc foꝛ a conuenpent tyme to 

ſerche thyne owne conſcpence. 

And thynke ofte on the bene- 
faytcs of god / leue of all curyous thyn⸗ 
ges / And rede ſuche maters as ſhall ſtere 
the to tõpũctyon of herte foꝛ thy ſpnues 
rather than to rede onelp foꝛ occuppenge 
of the tyme / it thou wilte withdꝛawe thy 
ſelte frome ſuperfluous woꝛdes + f2o vn⸗ 
p:ofptablc rennynges aboute 4 from he- 
rynge of rumours # of vayne tales / thou 
ſhalte fpnde tyme conuenyent to be ocen⸗ 
pyed in holy meditacions. The moſte ho 
ly men # women that euer were: flede the 
company of woꝛldly lyupnge men vpon 
theyꝛ power / and chace to ſerue god in ſe⸗ 
crete of thepꝛ herte / a one holy man ſapd 


$ The tpꝛſte boke. 
us oſte as J haue bene amonge Wozldlp 
company J haue departed with leſſe fer⸗ 
uour of ſpirite thi J came / and that we 
knowe well whan we talke longe fo2 it ts 
nat ſo harde to kepe alwape ſcylenct / as 
it is not to excede in wozd;\ whaͤ we ſpeke 
moch. It is alſo moꝛe lyght to be alwap 
ſolptary at home / than to go foꝛth in to 
the wozlde and nat offende. Therfozc he 
that intendeth to come to an in warde ſet 
tynge of his herte i god and to haue the 
grace ot deuocion / muſte with our ſaup⸗ 
our Chꝛiſte withdꝛawe hym fro the peo⸗ 
ple. No man map ſurcly appere amonge 
the people / but he that wolde gladly be 
ſolitary if he myght / ne no man is ſure in 
pꝛelaty / but he that wolde gladly be a ſub 
get: ne none map ſurely cdᷣmaũdc / but he 
that hathe lerned gladly to obey / a none 
iopeth treulp / but he whoſe herte wytneſ⸗ 
ſeth hym to haue a clene conſcyencc / ne 
none ſpeketh ſurcly / but he that wolde 
ladly kepe ſcylence if he myght. And al⸗ 
aye the ſuerte of good men and of bleſ⸗ 
fed men Hath ben in mekenes and in the 
dꝛede of god / and thoughe ſuche bleſſed 
men ſhone in al vertuc/ pet they were nat 
therfoze lyfte vp in to pꝛyde / but were 
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therkozc the moze deligent in the ſcrupee 
of god and the moze mene in all theyz do 
pngcs/and on the contrary Wyſe the ſure 
ty of cuyll mt ryſcth of pꝛyde and of pꝛe 
ſumpciõ andi the ende it decepueth the. 
Therfoꝛe thynke thy ſelte neuer ſure in 
this lyfe wether thou be religious 02 ſe cu 
ler / koꝛ ofte tymes they that haue ben hol 
den in the ſyght of the people moſte per⸗ 
fyte:haue bene ſuffercd to fall moꝛe gre- 
uouſlyc foꝛ they? pꝛeſumpcion / alſo it is 
moche moꝛe pꝛotyt able to many perſous 
that they haue ſomtyme tẽptacions / leſte 
haply they thynke them ſelfe oucrmoche 
ſyker and be therby lyfte vp ĩ to pꝛyde oꝛ 
tenne to ſckynge of out warde coſolacton 
Then that they be alwapes without tem 
ptaciõs. O howe pure a cõſcit᷑te ſhulde 
he haue that wolde dyſpyſe all tranſitoꝛp 
io / x neuer wyl mcdle with woꝛldly buſy 
nes / and what peace and in warde quict⸗ 
nes ſhuldc he haue that wolde cut awape 
from hym all buſpnes of mynde and only 
to thynke on heucly thynges / no man is 
woꝛthy to haue ghoſtely comfoztes / but 
he haue fyzſtc ben well crercyfed in holy 
tompuncciõ / and it thou wylt haue com⸗ 
punccion go in to a ſecrete place and put 
Impta. D. i. 


The ky2lic boke. 
from the all the clamours nopſe of the 
wozld., :Z> Foz the pꝛophet Dauid ſayth 
Let the ſoꝛowe foꝛ thy ſynnes be done in 
thy ſecrete Chambꝛc / ĩ thy cell thou ſhalt 
fpnde great grace whiche thou mayſtc 
lyghtly leſe without. Thy cell well conty 
nued ſhall ware ſwete and pleaſaũt to the 
and ſhall be to the hercafter a ryght dere 
frende/and if it be but euyll kepte/it ſhall 
ware very tedyous and pꝛkeſome to the. 
But if i thebegynnyng thou be oftc ther 
in and kepe it well in good pꝛaiers and in 
holy meditacions it {all be here after to 
thc a ſynguler frẽde and one of thy moſte 
ſpcctall comfo2tcs : in ſcilence and quiet- 
nes of herte a deuoute ſoulc pꝛofytethe 
moche and lerneth the hccd ſcntences of 
ſcripture and fyndeth there: alſo many 
ſwete teres in deuocion wherwith cuery 
nyghte ſhe waſſheth her myghtcly from 
all fylth ofſyſte that ſhe may be ſo moche 
the moꝛe kamylper with god / as ſhe is dpſ 
ſcucred frome the clamourous noyſc of 
woꝛldly buſpnes. Therfoze they that foz 
the loue of vertue withdꝛawe them from 
theyꝛ acquayntauncc / ⁊ from theyꝛ wozld 
ly frendes / our loꝛde with his Angelles 
ſhall dꝛawe nyghe to the and ſhall abyde 


The kyꝛite bone. Folto.rriit. 
with them. It is better a ma be ſolytapꝛe 
and wel take hede of hym ſclfc. Thi that 
he do mpꝛacles in the woꝛlde foꝛgettyng 
hym ſelte. Jt is alſo a laudable thynge in 
a rtligious perſonc / ſeldome to go foꝛth / 
fcldom to ſe other / & ſeldome to be ſene of 
other / why wylte thou fe that is nat law 
full foꝛ the to hauc / the woꝛlde paſſeth a⸗ 
waye with all his concupyſcence and de⸗ 
ccyuable pleaſures. Thy ſenſual a petpte 
moucth the to goo abꝛode:but whan the 
tyme is paſte what bereſte thou home a⸗ 
gayne but remoꝛſc of conſcyence and vn- 
quictnes of hcrtc. Jt is ofte ſene that at᷑⸗ 
ter a mery goynge foꝛth foloweth a heuy 
retournyng / ⁊ that a glade cuyntpde cau 
ſeth a heuy moꝛnyngc / and ſo all fleſthely 
lope entereth pleſaũtly / but in the ende it 
byteth # flecth what mayſtc thou ſc with 
out thy cell that thou mayſte nat ſe with 
in / lo heuen & erthe and all the elementes 
wherof all erthly thynges be made / and 
what mapſte thou elles where ſe vnder 
theſone that maye loge endure / a it thou 
myghte ſe all erthly thynges / alſo haut 
all bodcly pleaſures p2eſet at ones betoꝛe 
the / what were it but a vapne ſyght:lyfte 
bp thyne eyene thertoꝛe to god in heuen 
Impta. D. u. 


; The fp2tc boke. | 

and pꝛape hertely that thoumayſtc haue 
fozgpucnucs foꝛ thy offcnces / leue vayne 
thynges to them that wyll be vayne: and 
take thou hede oncly to tho thynges that 
our lozde commaũdeth the. Shytte faſte 
the doꝛe of thy ſoule / that is to ſap thyne 
pmagynacts6 and kepe it warecly from be⸗ 
holdpngc of any bodely thynge as moche 


as thou mayſte/x thi lyte vp thy mynde 
to thy loꝛde Jeſu ⁊ open thy herte fapth⸗ 


fully to hym and abyde with hym in thy 
Cell: foꝛ thou ſhalte nat fynde ſo moche 
peace without. If thou haddeſt not gone 
foꝛthe ſo moche as thou haſte done / ne 
haue gyut᷑ herynge to vayne tales / thou 
chuldeſt haue ben in moche moꝛe in ward 
peace thi thou arte / but foꝛ as moche as 
it delyteth the to here newe thinges / it be 
houeth the therfoꝛe to ſuffet ſotyme both 
trouble ofhcrtc æ vnquietnes of mynde. 


Ot compunccion of the herte. 
The. xxi.Chapitre. 


| F thou wylt any thynge pfyte 

| to the helthe of thy ſoule / kepe 
the alwaye in the dꝛede of god 

t neuer deſpꝛe to be fully at lyberty / bus 


The fyꝛſte boke. Folio. xxv . 
kepe the alwape vnder ſome holſome dy⸗ 
fcyplyne, Neuer gpue thy ſelfe to no vn⸗ 
diſcrete mpꝛthe / foꝛ no maner of thynge 
as nyghe as thou mayſte. Haue pcrfptc 
compunccion and ſoꝛowe foꝛ thy ſynnes / 
and thou ſhalt fynde therby great inlp de 
uocion. Cõ pũccion openeth to the ſpghte 
of the ſoule many good thynge / whiche 
lyghtnes of herte and vaine mpꝛthe / ſone 
dꝛyucth awayc. It is meruaple that anp 
man can be mery in this lyfe / if he conſp⸗ 
der wel howe farre he 1s exyled out of his 
countrc:and howe great perpll his ſoule 
d ayly ſtandeth in / but through lyghtnes 
ok herte / and negligence of our defautcs 
we fele nat: ne we wyl nat fele the ſozowe 
of our owne ſoule / but ofte tymes we 
laughe whan we ought rather to wepe + 
moꝛne / foꝛ there is no perfyte lyberty noꝛ 
true iopc / but in the dꝛede or god and in a 
good conſcpence. That perſone is ryght 
happy that hathe grace to atoyde from 
hym all thynges that letteth hym fro be 
holdynge of his owne ſynnes / and that 
can tournc hym ſelte to god by inwarde 
compunccion / and heis happy alſo that 
auoydeth fro hym all thynges that maye 


offende 02 greue his conſcience, Fyght 


ffrongly therfo:c agaynſt all SL. and 
dꝛede nat onermoche all though thou be 
encombered by an cuyll cuſtomt / foꝛ that 
eupll cuſtome mape be duertome with a 
good cuſtome. And excuſe the nat that 
thou arte let by other mẽ:foꝛ if thou wylb 
leut the fampliarite with other: they wyl 
fuffrethe to do thy ded without ipedimẽt 
Inttyke the nat with other menes good? 
ne buſy the nat in great mennes cauſcs / 
haue alwaye an eye to thy ſelfe and dyly⸗ 
gently enfoꝛme æ admonyſlhec thy ſelfe by 
foꝛe all other. It thou haue nat the fa- 
uour of woꝛldly lyupnge people ſoꝛowe 
nat therfoze:but be this thy daily ſoꝛowe 
that thou behauyſt nat thy ſelfe in thy cõ 
uerſatiũ as it beſemeth a good relygious 
perſon foꝛ to do. It is moche expedient # 
moꝛe pfytable that a mã ſomtyme lacke 
cofolactons in his lyfe than that he haue 
the alwayes after his wyl namely fleſſhe 
ly coſolact5s. Neucrtheles that we haue 
nat ſomtyme henfly cõſolacious oꝛ that 
we lo ſeldome fele them as we do. It 
ts thꝛough our owne defaute:foꝛ we ſeke 
nat to haue the true cõpunction of herte 
nc we caſte nat fully awaye from vs the 
falſc outwarde conſolacions: holde thy 


The fp2fte bone. *Folto.rrve, 
fclfe therfoze vnwozdy to haue any cot#- 
ſolacion and woꝛthy to haue moche try⸗ 
bulacion / whan a man ſoꝛoweth perfytly 
foꝛ his ſynncs / than all woꝛldly comfoz- 
tes be paynfull to hym. A good man kyn⸗ 
dcth alway mater ynough why he oweth 
ryghtfully to ſoꝛowe & wepe / fo2 if he be 
holde hym ſelte oꝛ it he thynke on his ney 
ghboure / he ſeeth well that none lyucth 
here without great myſery and the moꝛe 
thꝛoughly that he map cofpdcr him ſclte. 
The moze ſoꝛowe he hath and alway the 
mater af true ſoꝛowe and of true inly cõ⸗ 
pũction is the remtbꝛaũce of our ſpuncs 
wherwith we be fo bylapped on cucry 
ſyde that ſeldome we mape beholde any 
ghoſtly thing. But if we wolde moꝛe oft 
thynke on our deth than we do on longe 
lyfe no doute but we ſhulde moꝛe faruent⸗ 


ly apply our ſclfe to amendement / æx IJ be 


leue alſo that if we wolde hertely remem 
bꝛe the paynes of Belle ⁊ of Purgatoꝛyc 
that we ſhuld moꝛe gladly ſuſteyne all la 
bours and ſoꝛowes and that we ſhuld nat 
dꝛede any payn in this woꝛlde with that 
we myghte auoyde the paynes that arc 
to come. But fo: as moche as thefe thyn⸗ 
ges go nat to the herte ⁊ we pet louc the 


The fp: ie boke, 


flatcrynge and the falſe pleaſures of this 


wozlde / therfoze we remapne colde and 
boyde ot deuocion / and ofte it is thꝛough 
the weykenes ofthe ſpirite that the wꝛet 
chcd body ſolyghtly cõplapneth. Pꝛape 
thertoꝛe mekelpy to our loꝛde / that he ot 
his great goodnes gpue the / the ſpirite 
of compunccion / and ſay with the Pꝛo⸗ 
phete. x Fede me lozde with the bꝛede ot 
cpũccion / and gyue me to dꝛynke water 
of teres in great habundaunce . 


CDOfthe conſyderynge of the myſery of 
mankyndc/and wherin the felici⸗ 
te ot man ſtandeth. The. 
xxii.Chapitte. 


wꝛeche thou art where ſo euer 
thou be / æ where ſo cuer thou 
tourne the / but thou tourne 
the to god / why arte thou ſo lyghtly trou 
bled / foꝛ it falleth nat tothe as thou wol 
deſt and deſpꝛeſt / what is he that hath all 
thyng after his wyll / neyther thou noꝛ J 
ne no man lpuyngc / foꝛ none lyueth here 
without ſome trouble oꝛ anguyſhhe be he 
Kynge 02 — thynkeſt thou is in 
moſte fauour with god / truelp he that (if 


The tyꝛſte bone. Folio.rrvit. 
fereth gladly moſte foꝛ god. But many p 
ſones weyke and feoble i ſpirite ſay thus 
in theyꝛ hertes. Lo howe good a lyte that 
a mii ledeth howe ryche he is / how mygh 
ty he is / howe hyghe in auctoꝛite / howe 
great in ſyght of the people / a howe fapꝛe 
and beautcous in his bodely kynde / but 
if thou take hede to the goodnes eucrla⸗ 
ſtyng / thou ſhalte wel ſe that theſe woꝛld 
ly goodes and woꝛldly lykynges are but 
lytell woꝛthe z that they be moꝛe rather 
greuous than plcaſaunt / foꝛ they mape 
nat be had ne be kepte but by great la⸗ 
boure and buſpnes of mynde. The fclict- 
te ot man ſtandeth nat in abundauncc of 
wozldly goodes: foꝛ the meane is beſte, 

And verelp to lyue in this woꝛlde is but 
myſery:and the moze ghoſtly that a man 
wolde be / the moꝛe paynfull it is to hym 
fo: to lyut:foꝛ he fcleth the moꝛe plapnly 
the defautes of mannes coꝛrupcion / foꝛ 
why:to eate / to dꝛynke / to ſlepe / to wakc / 
to reſtt / to laboute / and to ſerue al other 
neceſſptes of the body is great myſerpe 
and great affiiccion to a deuoute ſoulc. 

whiche wolde gladly be fro the bounda⸗ 
ge of ſynne that it myghte without lette 
ſerue our loꝛde in purety of cõſciente and 


| The fyꝛſte bone. 
in clennes ot herte. The in warde man is 
greatly greued thꝛoughe the bodoely neceſ 
ſites in this woꝛlde. => wherkoze the pꝛo 
phete Dautd deſyꝛed that he myght be de 
lyuered fro ſuche neceſlites. But wo be to 
them that knowe nat theyꝛ owne myſcry 
& wo be to them that loue this wꝛetched 


and this coꝛruptyble lte / foꝛ ſome louc it 


ſo moche that if they myghte euer lyue 
here thoughe they mpghtc poꝛelp gette 
theyꝛ lyuing with labourc and beggyng/ 
pct they wolde neuer care foꝛ the kyng⸗ 
dom of heuen. O madde and vnfayth- 
full crcatures are they that ſo depelp ſet 
theyꝛ louc on erthlye thynges that they 
haue no felynge ne taſte but in fleſſhely 
plcaſures.Ttucly i the hourc ot deth they 
ſhall knowe howe vyle + howe noughty 
it was that they ſo moche loued. But ho 


ly ſayntes & dcuoutc folowers of Chꝛyſte 


hedede nat what pleaſed the ſleſſhe / ne 
what was pleaſaũtc ĩ ſyght of the woꝛld. 
But all theyꝛ hoolc intẽt and deſyꝛe they 
helde tho thing; tnuyſpble e fered leſte by 
ſyghte of thynges vyſyble they myghte 
be dꝛawen downe to the loue of them. 

* My welbeloued bꝛother / leſe nat the 


dcſpze to pꝛotpte in ſpirituall thyngꝭ / fox 


The fyꝛſte bone. Folio. rrviit, 
thou haſte yct good tyme and ſpace. why 
wylt thou any lenger dyfferre the tyme. 
Aryſe# nowe this ſame inftite begynne 


and ſayt thus / nowe is tyme to labourc ĩ 


good wozkes / nowe is tyme to fyghte in 
ghoſtly bataylc / nowe is tyme to make 
amendes foꝛ treſpas paſſed / whan thou 
art troubled than is beſte tyme to merite 
and gette rewardes of god. Jtbchoucth 
the to go thꝛough fyꝛe and water oꝛ thou 
mapſte come to the place of recreacion / 


but thou can fully haue the mayſtry ouer 


thy ſelfe thou ſhalt ncucr ouercom ſynne / 
ne lyue without great tedyouſnes and ſo 
rowe / we wolde gladly be delpucred from 
al myſcry and ſinne / but bycauſe we haue 
thꝛoughe ſynne loſte our innocenſy. we 
haue loſte alſo the very ioye and fclicite / 
wherfoze we muſte holde vs in pacienct 
and with good hope abyde the mercy of 
god tyll wꝛetchydnes be ouerpaſſed: and 
that this bodely lyfe be chaunged in the 
cucrlaſtynge. O howe great is the frail 
ty of man that is cucr redy and pꝛone to 
ſynne. This day thou arte confeſſed and 
to moꝛowe thou falleſt agayne, Nowe 
thou purpoſeſte to be ware and inten⸗ 
deſte to goo fozthe ſtrongelp in good 


\ 

* The kfyꝛſte bote. 
woꝛkes # ſhoꝛtly after thcu doeſt as thou 
neuer haddeſt taken ſuche purpole / ryght 
fully therfoze we ought to meke our ſelte / 
and neuer to thynke in vs anp vertue oz 
goodnes: fo2 we be ſo fraylc and ſo vnſta⸗ 
ble Sone map it be loſte thꝛough negly⸗ 
gente / that with moche labour and ſpect 
al grace was hardly gottẽ / but what ſhal 
become of vs in the ende wan we ſo ſone 
war dull and lo we. Sothely ſoꝛowe and 
wo ſhall be to vs if we fall to bodely reſte 
no we as thought we were in ghoſtly ſy⸗ 
kernes. whan there apperet h nat as pet 
neyther ſygne nc tokt of vertu ne ot good 

lyuynge in our conucrſacton,wherfoze it 

were erpedient to vs that we were pet a⸗ 
gayne inſtructe as noupces to lerne good 
maners / it happely there myghte by that 
meancs be founde hercafter any truſte of 
a amendement and ſpirituall p:ofyte in 

our conuerſacion, * % 


Ofthe remembꝛaunce of deth, 
The. xxui. Chapitre. 


7] Hc houre of dethe wyl hoztly 
come: and thertoꝛe take hede 
howe thou oꝛdereſt thy ſelte / 


K — 4 
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fo: the comon pꝛouerbe is true:to dayea 
mi:to moꝛowe nonc. And whi thou arte 
out ofſyght thou art anone out of minde 
and ſonc ſhalte thou be fozgotten. O the 
great dulnes and hardnes ofmanes hext 
that oncly thynketh on thynges pꝛeſente 
and lytell pꝛoupdeth foꝛ the lyte to come. 
Jf thou dyddeſt well / thou ſholdeſt ſo be⸗ 
haue thy ſelfe in euery dede and in eucry 
thoughte as thou ſhuldeſte this inſtance 
dye / if thou haddeſte a good conſcyence 
thou ſhuldeſt nat moche fere dethe. It 
were better foꝛ the to leue ſynne than to 
feate deth. a O my dere bꝛother / ik thou 
be nat redy this dape / howe ſhalt thou be 
redy to moꝛowe. To moꝛowe is a dap vn 
certayne:ꝭ thou canſte nat tell whether 
thou ſhalte lyue ſo longe / what pꝛofyte is 
it to vs to lpue longe / whan we therby ſo 
lytell amende oure lyfc / longt lyte dothe 
nat alwayc bꝛynge vs in to any amen⸗ 
dement:but oftetymes encreaſeth moꝛe 
ſynne / wolde to god that we myghte be 
one daye well conuerſaũt in this woꝛrlde. 
many rckpne thepꝛ peres of coucrſpon/# 
pet there is but lytell frute of amendemẽt 
ne of any good example ſenc in theyꝛ con⸗ 
tonuerſacion / if it be teretull to dye pera⸗ 


The fp2\te bokc. 
acnture it is moꝛe pcrillous to lyue long: 
bleſſed be tho perſons that cuer haue the 
houre of deth betoꝛe theyꝛ eyen: and that 
cucty dayt diſpoſe the ſelte to dye / it thou 
cuer la weſt aup man dyt / remembꝛe that 
thou muſte nedely go the ſame wapc. In 


the moꝛnynge doute whether thou ſhalte 


lpue tyll upght / aud at nyght thynke nat 
thy ſelfc furc to lyuc tyll on the moꝛowe. 
Be alwap red # lyuc i ſuche maner that 
deth fpnde the nat vnpꝛouided. Remeber 
howe manp hauc dycd ſodaynly e vn ꝓuy 
ded:foz our loꝛde Hath called the tin ſuche 
houre as they lecſt went. And whan that 
laſte houtcſhall come thou ſhalt beginne 
to tele al other wyſe ot thy lyte paſſed / thã 
thou haſte done byfoꝛc: # thou ſhalt than 
ſoꝛowe greatly that thou haſte beuc fo 
owe ⁊᷑ negligent in the ſeruice of god as 
thou haſte ben. # O howec happy & wyſe 
is hc therfoz that labourcth now to ſtãde 
in ſuche ſtate in this lyfe / as he wolde be 
toũde ĩ at his deth. Trucly a pertyte diſpi 
ſynge of the woꝛlde / a a ferucnt delpꝛe to 
pꝛotyte in vertue / alone to be taughte a 
frutcfull labourc in woꝛkes of penaũce /a 
redy wyll to obey / a full foꝛſakyng of out 
ſelte / x a wyltull ſuffcrynge of all aducrſi- 


— 
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tes foꝛ the loue of god / ſhall gyue vs a 
great truſte that we ſhall dye wel. Howe 
whyleſt thou arte in helth thou mayſt do 
many good dedes / but if thou be ſycke J 
can nat tell what thou mayſt do / foꝛ why 
fe we be amended thꝛoughe ſyckenes / z in 
lpke wyſe they that go moche on pylgry⸗ 
mage be ſeldome therby made perfyte & 
holy / put nat thy truſte in thy frendes a 
thy neighboures / ne diſferre nat thy good 
dedes tyll after thy deth foꝛ thou halt ſo⸗ 
ner be foꝛgotten than thou wenyſte / bet⸗ 
ter it is to pꝛouyde fo2 thy ſelfe betyme + 
ſedc ſome good ded{ byfo2 the / tha to tru⸗ 
ſte to other that pauftur wyl lyghtly foz 
get the / it thou be nat nowe buſpe foꝛ thy 
ſelte & fo2 thyn owne ſoule helth: who hal 
be buſye foꝛ the after thy dethe. Howe is 
the tyme very pꝛecious / but alas foꝛ ſo⸗ 
rowe that thou ſpendeſt the tyme ſo vn⸗ 
ꝓtit able:ĩ the which thou oldeſt wynne 
the lyfc cuerlaſtyng. The tymc ſhal come 
whan thou ſhalte dcſp2e one daye oꝛ one 
hourc to amende the/but J wot nat whe 
ther it ſhalbe graũted vnto the. xa O mp 
dere bꝛother fro howe great peryl + dꝛede 
myghteſt thou nowe dclpuer thy ſelfe / if 
thou woldeſt alwaye in this lyfc dꝛede to 


The fyꝛſte boke. 
olfẽde god / and alwaye haue the cõmyng 
ot deth ſuſpecte. Therfoze ſtudy nowe to 
lyue ſo that at the hourc of dethe thou 
mapſte rather ioy than dꝛedc / lerne nowe 
to dye to the woꝛlde that thou mapſte tha 
lyuc with Chꝛiſte / lerne alſo to diſppſc all 
woꝛldly thynges that thou mayſtc than 
frcly go to Chꝛiſtc / chaſtice nowe thy bo⸗ 
dy with penaunce that thou mapſte than 
haue a ſurc and a ſtedfaſte hope of ſalua⸗ 
cton. Thou arte a folc if thou thynke to 
lyue longe: ſyghe thou arte nat ſyker to 
lyue one dapye to the ende / howe many ha 
ue bene deccyued thꝛoughe truſte of long 
lyt̃e / and ſodeynly haue bene taken out of 
this woꝛlde oꝛ they had thoughte / hou e 
oftc haſte thou herde ſap that ſuche a ma 
was ſlayne / and ſuche a man was dꝛow⸗ 
ned: and ſuche a man fell and bꝛake his 
necke / this man as he cat his meate was 
ſtrangled / and this mi as he played toke 
his dethe / one with fyꝛe: another with y⸗ 
ten:another with ſyckenes: and ſome by 
thcfte haue ſodeynly peryſhed / and ſo the 
ende of all mt᷑ is dethe / foꝛ the lyfc of mi 
as a ſhadowe ſodaynly ſlydeth e paſſethe 
awayc/Thynke ofte who ſhall remembꝛe 
the after thy dethe / and wo ſhal pzayec foz 
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The fyꝛſte bone. Folio.rref. 
tht / and do nowe foꝛ thyſelfe al that thou 
canſte / fo: thou wotteſte nat whan thou 
ſhalte dye noꝛ what ſhall folowe after thy 
dcth : whyleſt thou haſt tyme gather the 
riches um moꝛtall / thynke nothyng abp⸗ 
dyngly but on thy ghoſtly helth. Seb 
thy ſtudy onclp on thyng? that be of god 
and that belonge to his honourc. Make 
the frendes agaynſt that tymc/ wozſhipe 
his ſapnt? and folowe they: ſteppes / that 
than thou ſhalte go out of this wozlde / 
they may recepue the in to the euerlaſtig 
tabernacles.Kepe the as a pylgrime and 
as a ſtraunger here in this wozlde / to 
whome nothynge belongeth ot wozldelp 
buſpnes / kepe thy herte fre al way lyft vp 
to god / foꝛ thou haſt no cite here longe a⸗ 
bydyng / ſende thy deſpꝛes and thy dayly 
pꝛapers alway vp warde to god: # p2ayc 
perſeuerantly that thy ſoule at the houre 
of deth / may bleſſcdly departe out of this 
woꝛlde and go to Lhaſte, 


O the laſte Jugement / and of the 
payne that is oꝛdeyned foꝛ ſynnc. 
The. xxuu. Chapitrt. 
N all thyng{ beholde the ende / and 
ofte remeber howe hou: ſhalt ſtaͤde 
t. 
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The fyꝛſte boke, 
before thehyghJugc to whome nothing 
ts hyd : whiche wyll nat be pleaicd with 
rewardes nc reeepuc any maner excuſes / 
but in all thyng wyll iuge that is ryght⸗ 
wyſc and true. O moſt vnwyſe and moſt 
wꝛetched ſpuncr what ſhalt thou tha an⸗ 
were to god / whiche knoweth all thy an 
nes # wꝛerchceones / ſyth thou dꝛedeſt here 
ſomtyme the face of a moꝛtall man / why 
doſt thou nat nowe pꝛoupde fo2 thy ſelfe 
againſt that dap / lith thou mapſt nat tha 
be excuſed ne defeded by none other. But 
cuery man ſhall tha haue pnough to do / 
to anſwcre koꝛ hym ſcite. Nowe thy la⸗ 
boure is fruittull / thy wepyng is accepta 
ble / thy mournyng is woꝛthy to be herdc / 
and thyſoꝛowe alſo isſatiſfactoꝛy + pour 
gyng of ſpnnes. The pacient ma whiche 
ſuffereth ot other iniuryes and wꝛonges / 
and pet ncucrthcles ſoꝛoweth moꝛe foz 
theyꝛ malpce than foꝛ the wꝛong done to 
hym ſelte / hath a holſome and a bleſſed 
purgatoꝛy in this woꝛlde / and ſo haue 
they that gladly can pꝛaye foꝛ theyꝛ ene⸗ 
myes / and fo2 them that be contrarious 
vnto the/ and that in theyꝛ herte can foꝛ⸗ 
gyue thoſe that offende the and tary nat 
longe to aſke foꝛgyuenes , And lo haue 
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The fp2ſtc bone. Folio. xxxii. 
they alſo that moꝛe lyghtly be ſtyꝛed to 
mercy tha to vengcaũcc / and that can as 
it were by a vpolence bꝛeke downe they? 
owne wpll and ftrogly relyſte ſpnne/ and 
labour al way to ſubduc theit body to the 
ſpitite. It is better nowe to purge ſpnne 
and to put away vyce thi to reſerue it to 
be purged heratter / but verily we decepue 
our (clfc by inoꝛdinate loue that we haue 
to our bodily kyndce / what ſhall the fyzeof 
purgatoꝛp deuoure: but thy ſpune truelp 
nothing. Therkoꝛe the moꝛe thou ſpareit 
thy ſclfe nowe / ⁊ the moꝛe thou foloweſt 
thy fleſſhelp lykyng / the moꝛe greuouſiy 
ſhalt thou waple heraftter / æ the moꝛe ma 
ter thou reſerueſt foz the fpꝛe of purgato⸗ 
ty. In ſuche thyng; as a man moſt hath 
offended ſhall he moſte be punyſſhed: the 
ſlouthtul pſons ſhalbe there pꝛicked with 
bꝛenyng pꝛyckes of pꝛon / and glotons 
ſhalbe toꝛmented with great hunger and 
thurſte. The lecherous perſones and lo⸗ 
ucrs of voluptuous pleaſutes ſhalbe ful⸗ 
fylled with bzknyng pyche e bꝛymſtone. 

nd enupous perſoncs ſhall wale and 
howle as doth woode dogges. There 
ſhall no Synne be without hys pzaper 
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The kyꝛſte boke. 
fulfylied with all hamc and confuſyon / 
and the coueptous mil ſhalbe pyned with 
penurp æ nede / one hourec there in payne 
ſhalbe moꝛe greuous tha here a hundzcth 
pere in moſte ſharpeſt penaunce. There 
halbe noreſt nc conſolacion to dampned 
ſoules . But here ſomtpme we fele relete 
of our papnes and haue ſomtyme conſo⸗ 
lacton of our rendes. Be nowe ſoꝛowfull 
fo2 thy ſpunes : that at the day of Juge⸗ 
ment thou mapſte be ſyker with blcſſed 
ſapntcs. Than ſhall ryghtwyſe mẽ ſtade 
in great coſtaunce agaynſt thethat haue 
wꝛonged them and oppꝛeſſed them here. 
Thi ſhall he ſtande as a Juge that here 
ſubmptteth hym ſclfe mekely to the iuge 
ment of man. Than ſhall the meke pooze 
man haue great contydence and truſte in 
god and the obſtinate pꝛoude man ſhall 
quake and dꝛede. Than ſhall it appere 
that he was wyſe in this woꝛlde / that fox 
the loue of god was cotentcd to be taken 
as a foole# to be diſpiſed + ſet at nought. 
Than ſhall it alſo pleaſe hym moche the 
trpbulacton that he ſuffercd pactently in 
this woꝛlde / and all wycke nes ſhall ſtop 
his mouth. Than cuery te perſon 
chalbe toyfull and nlade? and the vnreln⸗ 
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The fyꝛſte bone. Folto.rxxiit- 
gious perſons ſhall wayle e dꝛede. Than 
ſhall the fleſche that hathe ben with dil⸗ 
creſcion chaſtiſpde toye moꝛe / Than ifif 
had ben nouriſhed with all delectacion 
and pleaſure, Than ſhall the vyle habite 
ſhyne clere in the ſyght of god: and the 
pꝛecious garmentes ſhall ware foule and 
lothſome to beholde: Than the pooꝛe co 
tage ſhalbe moꝛe alowed thi the palayes 
ouer gylted with golde. Than ſhall moze 
helpe a conſtante pacience / thi all woꝛld 
ly power and ryches. Than ſhall mcke 
obedience be exalted moꝛe hyghe / tha all 
woꝛldly wyſdome and polacye / and than 
ſhall a good clene conſcyence make vs 
moꝛe gladſome and mery / than the con⸗ 
nyng of all philoſophy. Than the diſpy⸗ 
ſyng of woꝛldly good? ſhalbe moꝛe ot va 
lure thã all woꝛldly ryches and treaſure. 
Than ſhaltc thou haue moꝛe contoꝛte fo 
thy deu oute pꝛayng / than foꝛ all thy delp 
cate fedyng. Than ſhalte thou alſo iope 
moꝛe fo2 thy ſcylence kepynge / than foz 
thy longe talkyng and tangelyng. Than 
good dedes ſhall plcntyouſly be rewar⸗ 
ded / and fapꝛe woꝛdes ſhall lytell be re⸗ 
gardcd. Thi ſhall it plcaſe moꝛe a ſtrayt 
lyfe and harde pcnaunce here / than all 


| The kyꝛſte boke. 
woꝛldly delectacion and pleaſute. Lerne 
nowe therkoꝛe to fuffre the ſmall trybula 
ctons in this woꝛlde that thou mayſt thi 
be delpuered fro the greater there oꝛdey⸗ 
ned foꝛ ſynne / Fyꝛſte pꝛoue here what 
thou mayſt ſuffre herafter. And if thou 
mayſt nat nowe ſuffre ſo lytell a payne / 
howe ſhalte thou thi ſufre the cucrlaſtig 
to2ment{/ andifnowe ſo lytell a paſſpon 
make the ipacient what ſhall than do the 
intclicrable fyꝛe of purgatoꝛy oꝛ of hell. 
Thou mapſt nat haue two heucns/ that 
is to ſap / to ioyt here ⁊ to haue delectaciõ 
here / æ after to toy alſo with Chꝛiſte ĩ he⸗ 
ucn. Moꝛe oucr if thou haddeſt lpued als 
wap vnto this daye in honoures e in flcſ- 
ſhely dclectactons: what ſhulde it p2ofpte 
the nowe ithou ſhuldeſt this pꝛelent in⸗ 
ſtaunte deparkt the woꝛlde. Therfoze all 
thing is vantfc:but to loue god # to ſcruc 
bim / he that louethgod with all his herte 
dꝛedeth neyther deth / toꝛmẽt / iugemẽt / 
ne hell / fo a parfyte loue maketh a ſure 
paſſage to god / but it a man pet delyteth 
i ſpunc:it is no meruaile though he dꝛede 
both deth ee hel. And though ſuche a dꝛed 
he but a thꝛale dꝛede / pet neuerthcles it 
ts good that it the loue of god withdꝛawe 
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The tyꝛſte bokc. Folto.rrritit- 
vs nat fro ſynne / that the dꝛede of hell co 
ſtreyne vs therto : he that ſetteth aparte 
the dꝛede of god / map nat long ſtande in 
the ſtate of grace / but ſonc ſhall he renne 
in to the ſnare of the fende and lyghtly 
ſhall he ther with be deceyued. 


POkthe feruente amendpng of all our 
lyfe / and that we ſhall ſpecially take 
hede ot our owne ſoule helth befoze 
all other. The. xx v. Chapitre. 


JF ſone be walking and diligfte 

in the ſeruyce of god / & thynke 

oft wherfoꝛe thou arte come / # 
why thou haſt foꝛſakẽ the woꝛlde / was it 
nat that thou ſhuldeſt lyue to god and be 
made a ſpirituall manyycs truelp. Ther 
koꝛe ſtyꝛe thy ſelfe to ꝑfection foꝛ in ſhoꝛte 
tyme thou ſhaltereccyuc the full rewarde 
of all thy laboures / aud from thenſfo2th 
ſhall neuer come to the ſoꝛowe noꝛ dꝛede: 
thy laboure ſhall be lytell and ſhoꝛte / and 
thou ſhalte retepue therfoze agapne euer 
laſtyng reſtc and comfoꝛte: it thou abpde 
faythfull and feruente in good dedes / 
without doute our lozde wyll be fayth- 
fill and lyberall to the in his rewardes » 


The fy2zſte boke. 
Thou Galte alway haue a good truſte 
that thou ſhalte come to the palme of vic 
toꝛp / but thou ſhalte nat ſect the in a full 
ſyckernes therof leſt haply thou ware dul 
and pꝛoude in herte. A certayne perſone 
whiche oftpmes douted whether he were 
in the ſtate of grace 02 not / on a tyme fel 
pꝛoſtrate in the churche and ſayd thus. 
O that J myght knowe whether J 
chuld perſeuer in vertue to the ende of my 
lyfc. x And auone he herde inwardly in 
his ſoule the anſ were of our Loꝛde ſaing 
what woldeſt thou do if thou kneweſte 
thou ſhuldeſt perſcuer » do nowe as thou 
woldeſt do than / and thou ſhalte be ſaufe 
and ſo anon he was confoꝛted and comtt 
ted him ſelfc hooly to the wyll ol god and 
all his doutfulnes ceſſed / and neuer after 
wolde he curiouſly ſercht to knowe what 
ſhulde be come of hym / but rather he ſtu⸗ 
died to knowe what was the wyll of god 
agaynſte hym / and howe he mpght be⸗ 
gynne e ende all his dedes that he ſhulde 
do to the pleaſure of god and to his ho⸗ 

noure. Truſte in god and do good dedes 

ſayth thc pꝛophete Dauid: Inhabite the 
erth and thou ſhalte be fedde with the ry 
ches ot thy good dedes. But one thynge 
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The fyꝛſte bone. Folio. xxxv. 
withdꝛaweth many from p2ofytynge in 
vertue and from amendemet of lyfe/ that 
is an hoꝛroure and a falſe woꝛldly dꝛede 
that they map nat abyde the payne and 
laboure that is nedcfull foꝛ the gettynge 
therot. Therfoze they ſhall moſte p2ofyte 
in vertue befoze all other that enfozce the 
ſelkc myghtely to ouercome tho thynges 
that bc moſt greuous and moſte contra⸗ 
ryous to the. Foꝛ a man pꝛofyteth there 
moſt a there wpnncth molt grace where 
he moſt oucrcometh him ſelte and wheri 
he moſt moztefyeth his body to the ſoul. 
But all men haue nat in lpke moche to 
moꝛtetye and oucrcome : fo2 ſome haue 
mo paſſpons than ſome haue. Neuerthc- 
leſſe a ferucnte louer of god thoughe he 
haue moꝛe greater paſſpons than other / 
pet ſhall he be moꝛe ſtronger to p2ofpte in 
vertue than a nother that is better mane 
red and that hath fewer paſſyons but he 
is leſſe feruent to vertue. Two thynges 
helpe a man moche to amendemet of lyfe 
that is a myghty withdꝛawyng of hym 
ſelfe from tho thyng that the body moſt 
inclyneth hym to / and a feruent laboure 
fo: ſuche vertuous as hc hath moſte nede 
of. Htudpe allo to oucrcome in thy (clfc 


The tyꝛſte bone. 
tho thyng that moſt myſipke the i other 
men. And take alwape ſome ſpeciall pꝛo⸗ 
fytc in cucry place where ſo euer thou be⸗ 
come / as it thou ſe any good example en- 
fo:cc the to folowe it / and it thou ſe any 
cuyll example loke thou eſchewe it / as 
thy eye conſydereth the woꝛkes of other / 
ryght ſo and in the ſame wyſe thy wo2k? 
be conſpdercd of other. O howe iopous 
and howe delectable is it to ſe religious 
men dcuoute ⁊ feruente in the loue of god 
well manered and well taught in ghoſtly 
lernyng / and on the contrary wyſe howe 
hcuy and ſoꝛowfull is it to fe them lyue 
inoꝛdinately nat vſpug tho thinges that 
thephaue choſen and taken them to. Alſo 
howe inconuenient a thynge is it a man 
to be neclgent in the purpoſe of his fyꝛſte 
callpug. And to ſet his mynde to thyng; 
that be nat cõmptted to hym. Thynkc 
ofte therkoꝛc on the purpoſe that thou 
haſtc taken / and ſet befoꝛe the eye of thy 
ſoule the mynde of Chꝛiſtes paſlyon / and 
if thou beholde well and diligently his 
bleſſcd lyfe thou mapſte well be a ſhamed 
that thou haſt nomoꝛe confo2med the to 
bym than thou haſt done / he that wyll in 
wardely and deuoutelp exerciſe hym ſclie 


| The fyꝛſte bone. Folio.xrrrvt. 
in the moſt bleſſed lyfe and paſſion of our 
loꝛde Jeſu Chꝛiſte / halte fynde therin 
plentuoulſlp all that is neceſſary foꝛ hym 
ſo that he ſhal nat nede to ſeke anp thing 
without hym. O if Jeſu crucifped were 
ofte in our hertes and in our remẽbꝛaũce 
we ſhulde ſone be lerned in all thynges 
that be neceſſarpe foꝛ vs. A good religi⸗ 
ous man that is fcrucnte in his religion 
taketh all thynge well and doth gladlp 
all that he is comaunded to do. But a 
religious perſone that is necligente and 
flouthfull hath troublc vpon trouble and 
ſuffercth greate anguyſſhe aud payne on 
euerp ſpde / foꝛ hc lacketh the true in⸗ 
warde tomfoꝛte: and to ſeke the out- 
warde comfoꝛte he 1s pꝛohibited. Ther⸗ 
foꝛe a religious perſone that lyueth with 
out diſcipline 2 is lykc to fall to greate 
rupnc. Alſo he that in religion ſcketh to 
haut lybertpe and rclicfipng of his ductp 
ſhall alwape be in anguiſſhe and ſoꝛowe / 
foꝛ one thyng oꝛ other ſhal euer dyſpleaſe 
hym . Thertoze take hede howe other 
religious pſons do that be right ſtraytly 
kepte vnder the rules of thep2 religion. 
Theygo ſeldome foꝛth / they lyuc hardly / 
they eate pooꝛelp / #bc clothed groſſclp / 


Che fpzfteboke. 
they laboure moche/ ſpeke lytell / watche 
longe / ryſe erlp / make longe pꝛaiers / rede 
oftc and kepe them ſelte alwape in ſome 
holſome doctryne. Beholde the Chartu⸗ 
ſiences and the Lyſteur and many other 
Monkes / and Nunnes of dyuecrs rcligiz 
ous / Howe they ryſe euery night to ſerue 
our loꝛde. And therkoꝛe it were greate 
ſhame to the that thou ſhuldeſte ware 
llowe and dull in ſo holy a warke where 
ſo many laude and p2ayſe our loꝛde. O 
hoe toyous a lyfe were it if we chulde 
nothyng cls do but with herte x mouthe 
contynually to pꝛayſe our loꝛde / nowe 
trucly if we ſhulde neuer nede to eatc / 
dꝛinke / ne lepe but that we might al wap 
laude hym: and onely take hede to ſpirt- 
tuall ſtudpes / than were we moche moꝛe 
happy and bleſſed tha we are nowe wh 
we are bounden of neceſſytc to ſerue the 
body. O wolde to god that theſe bodyly 
merites were tourued in to ſpirituall re- 
fections whiche alas foꝛ ſoꝛowe we taſte 
but ſeldomte / whã a man is cõmen to that 
perfection that he ſcketh nat his conſola 
tion in any creature / than begynneth 
god fyꝛſte to ſauer ſwete vnto hym / and 
than he ſhalbe cõtented with cuery thing 
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The fp:2itcboke. Folio. xxxvii. 
that cometh be it lpkyng oz myũlykyng. 
And thi hc ſhall nat be glad foꝛ no woꝛld 
ly pꝛotyte be it ncuer ſo great:ne ſoꝛy fo 
the wantynge oft / fo he hath ſet hym 
ſelfe e ſtablyſſhed hym ſelte hoolp in god 
the whiche is to hym all in all / to whome 
nothynge periſſhcth noꝛ dpeth / but all 
thynge lpueth to hym and ſcructh hym 
without ceſſpynge after his byddpnge. In 
eucry thynge remembꝛe the ende z that 
tyme loſte can nat be called agayne with 
out labourc and diligence thou ſhalte ne 
ucr get vertue. It thou begynne to bene 
gligent thou begynneſt to be feble and 
wepke / but if thou aplye the to fauoure / 
thou ſhalte fpndc great helpe of god and 
foz thc louc of vertue thou ſhalte fynde 
leſle papnc in all thy laboures than thou 
dyddeſt fyꝛſte / he that is ferucnt and lo⸗ 
uyng: is alwape quycke and redy to all 
thyng that be ot god and to his honour. 
It is moꝛe laboute to reſpſte byces and 
paſſpons / than it is to ſwynke e ſwete in 
bodyly labours / he that wyll nat fle ſmal 
ſpnncs: ſhall by lytell and lytell fall into 
greater. Thou ſhalte alway be glade as 
nyght whan thou haſt ſpent the daye be⸗ 
foze fruitetullyp. Take hede to thy ſelte 


The kyiſte boke. 
and ſtyꝛe thy ſelte al way to deuocion ad⸗ 
monyſche thy ſelte and what ſo cuer thou 

do ot other foꝛget nat thy ſelte / and ſo 
moche ſhalte thou pꝛoſpte in vertuc 
as thou canſt bꝛeke thyne owne 
wyll and folowe the wyll 
of God. 
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The ſeconde bone. Fo. xxtvui. 
¶ * Vere begynneth the ſeconde 
boke of inwarde Conuerſacion. 

The tyꝛſte Chapitte. 


— 2 0 He Kyngdome of god 
is within pou ſapth Lhziſte 
our ſaupoure. Tourne the 
ey RES therfoze with al thyherte to 
god e foꝛſake this wꝛetched 
woꝛlde / a thy ſoule Hall fynde great in⸗ 
warde reſte. Lerne to diſpiſc outwarde 
thynges and gyue thy ſclfe to inwarde 
thyng{ and thou ſhalteſe the kyngdome 
of god come in to thy ſoule. The kyngs 
dome of god is peace and ioyc in the ho⸗ 
ly ghoſte that is nat graunted to wycked 
people / our loꝛde Icſu Chꝛiſte wyll come 
to the a wyll ſhewe to the his coſolacions 
i thou wylte make redy foz hym within 
foꝛth a dwellyng placc / and all that he de 
ſp2cth in the is withinfoꝛth / and there is 
his pleaſure to be. There is betwprte 
almpghty god and a deuoute ſoule mas 
ny ghoſtly vyſptynges / ſwete in woꝛde 
ſpckynge : great gyftes of grace many 
conſolacyons/ moche hcucnly peace and 
wonderous familiarite ot the bleſſed pꝛe⸗ 
ſence of god. Therfoze thou faytbfull 


The ſeconde bone. 
ſoule pꝛepayꝛe thy herte to Chꝛiſte thy 
ſpouſt: that he may come to the #dwcll 
in the / fo: he ſayth hym ſelte. V who ſo 
loucth inc: ſhall kepe my comaundemet, 
And mp father and J and the holy ghoſt 
ſhall come tohym and we ſhall make in 
hym our dwcllyug place. Syuc therfoze 
to Lhuſte fre entre in to thy herte: and 
kept out all thynges that letteth his en⸗ 
tre: and whan thou haſte hym thou arte 
tyche pnough and hc onely ſhall ſuffyce 
to the / and than he ſhalbe thy pꝛoupder 
and defender and thy faythfull helper in 
euerp neceſſpte: fo that thou ſhalte nat 
nede to put thy truſte in any other with- 


out hym / man is ſonc chaunged e lyght- | 


ly falleth away / but Chꝛiſte abydcth foz 
euer and ſtãdeth ſtrongly with his louer 
vnto the ende. There is no greate truſte 
to be put in man that is but moꝛt all and 
trayle thoughe he be ryght moche pꝛoky⸗ 
table and alſo moche beloued vntothe / 
ne any great heupnes to be takt though 
he ſomtyme tourne and be ag aynſte the / 
koꝛ they that this day be with the to mo⸗ 
rowe may happen to be ag aynſt the and 
map oftc tourne as doth the wynde: put 
thy ful truſte thertoꝛe in god / and let him 
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Theſccondeboke, Folio. rxrir. 

be thy louc and dꝛede aboue all thynges: 
and he wyll ant were foꝛ the and wyll do 
foʒ the in all thyng; as ſhalbe moſt nede⸗ 
full and moſte expedient foꝛ the. Thou 
baſtc here no plact ot long abydyng / foz 
where ſo euer thou become thou arte but 
a (traunger and a pylgryme and neuer 
ſhalte thou fynde parfyte reſte tyll thou 
be fully oned to god / why doſte thou loke 
to haue reſte here ſyth this is nat thy tel⸗ 
tyng placc / thy full reſte muſte be in heuẽ 
ly thynges / and all crihly thynges thou 
muſte bcholde as thynges tranſitoꝛpand 
ſhoztly paſſpng awapc / and be well ware 
thau clcuc nat ouer moche to them: leſte 
thou be taken with leue of them and in 
the ende periſſhe thetby. Let thythought 
be alwaye vp warde to god: and dyꝛecte 
thy pꝛaycts to Lhziſte contpnuallp / and 
if thou map nat fo2 fraylte of thy ſelte al⸗ 
wape occupye thy mynde in contempla⸗ 
cton of the godhede : Be than occupped 
with mynde of his paſſyon ; and in his 
bleſſcd woundes make the a dwcllynge 
place / and if thou fle deuoutelp to the 
woundc of Chꝛiſtes ſyde and to the mar⸗ 
kes of his paſſpon thou ſhalte fcle greatc 
cd toʒte in euery trouble, Und ſhalte lytell 
Impta. F.i. 


The ſeconde bone. 
fo:ce thoughe thou be openly difptſed in 
the woꝛlde / and what euyll wozd? ſo cuer 
be ſpoken of the they ſhal lytell greue the 
Our maiſter Chꝛiſte was diſpiſed in the 
woꝛlde of all men and in his moſte nede 
was foꝛſaken of his acquayntaunce and 
frendes and lcfte amonge ſhames and re⸗ 
bukes. He wolde ſuffre w2onges and be 
nought (ct by ofthe wozlde: and we wpll 
nat that any perſone do vs w2onge ne 
diſpzayſe our dedes. Chꝛiſte had many 
aducrſarics and backebytoures / and we 
wolde haue all to be our frendes and lo⸗ 
uers: Howe ſhulde thy pacience be crow⸗ 
ned in heuen. It no aduerſytye ſhulde by⸗ 
fall to the in erthe: if thou wylte ſuſtre 
none aducrſptic: howe mapſt thou be the 
frende of Chꝛiſte. It behoucth the to ſuf- 
fre with Chꝛiſte / and foꝛ Chꝛiſte it thou 
wylte reygne with Chꝛiſte. Trucly if 
thou haddeſt ones cntred in to the blody 
woundes of Jeſu: and haddeſt there taſ- 
ted a lytell ot his louc / thou ſhuldeſt lptcll 
care foꝛ lykynges oꝛ miſlpkyngecs of the 
woꝛlde / but thou ſhuldeſte rather haue 
great iope whan wꝛonges and repꝛoues 
were done vnto the / foꝛ perfyte loue of 


god maketh a man perfytcly to diſpyſe 


The ſetonde boke; Folio. xl. 

hym ſelte. The trut in warde laue of god 
that is fre from all mozdynate affect ions 
may anon tournc hym ſelte frely to god / 
and lytte hym ſclfe vp in ſpirite in cõtem 
placion & frutetully reſte hym in Chꝛiſte. 
Alſo he to whome all thynges be eſtemed 
as they be / and nat as they be taken and 
thought to be of wozldly people / is very 
Wyſe t is rather taught of god tha ot ma 
And he that can iwardly lytte his minde 
vp warde to god t can lytell reg arde out⸗ 
warde thing; nedeth nat to ſcke foꝛ tyme 
oꝛ place to go to pꝛapers: oꝛ to do other 
good dedes 02 vertuous occupacios. Foz 
the ghoſtly mi may ſone gather him ſelte 
together and fpre his mynde in god / fo2 
he neuer ſuſtereth it to be fully occupyed 
in out warde thynges. And thcrfozc his 
out warde laboures and his wozldely oc- 
cupacions necellary foꝛ the tymc / hyndꝛe 
hym nat but lytell / foꝛ as they come ſo 
he applyeth hym ſclfe to them and reicrs 
reth the alway to the wyll of god. Moꝛc 
oucr a man that is well ozdercd in his 
ſoulc/fozſcth ly tel the vnkynde demeaner 
of woꝛldly pcople ne pet theyꝛ pꝛoude bes 
hauoure. As moche as a man loucth any 
woꝛldly thig moze thi it ſhuld be beloued 
Impta. F. u. 


The ſeconde boke. 
ſo moche his mynde is hyndꝛed and let⸗ 
ted foꝛ the true o2dynatc loue that he 
ſhulde Hauc to god: if thou were wel pur 
ged fro all inozdinate affections / than 
what ſo cucr ſhulde befall to the ſhulde 
tourne to thy ghoſtly pꝛotyte and to the 
great cncreaſyng of grace and vertucin 
thy ſonlc/but the cauſe why ſo many thi- 
ges diſpleaſc the and trouble the / is fo 
thou arte nat pet parfytely decd to the 
woꝛlde: ne thou arte nat pet fully ſcuered 
from the louc ot erthly thynges / and no 
thynge ſo moche defouleth the ſoule ; as 
an vuclene loue to creatures / if thou foꝛ⸗ 
ſake to be cõ foꝛted by wozldly thynges 
outwardly thou mayſt beholde moꝛe par 
fytely heuenly thynges and thou ſhalte 
than ſyng contynually laudcs and pꝛap⸗ 
ſynges to hym with greate iope and in⸗ 
warde gladnes of herte. The whiche 
graunte the and mc the blclſed Trinite. 
Amen. 
Oft a meke knowyng of our owne 
detautes. The. u. Chapitre. 


Brow nat moche who tswith 


the: noꝛ who is agaynſt the / but 
be this thy greateſte ſtudy tha 


1 


let⸗ 
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The ſeconde bone. . Folto.rlt, 
god may be with the in euery thyng that 
thou doſt / haue a good conſcyence and he 
ſhall well defende: and who ſo euer he 
wyll helpe and defende there may no ma 
lyce hynder ne greue: if thou can be ſtyll 
and ſuffre a whyle thou ſhalte without 
doute ſc the helpe of god come in thy nede 
he knoweth the tyme and place howe to 
dclyuer the / and therfoꝛe thou muſte re⸗ 
ſygne thy ſelte hooly to hym. It pertey- 
neth to hym to helpe and to delyuer fro 
all conkuſpon. Neucrtheles it is ofte 
tymes moche p:ofptable to vs fo2 the 
moe ſurer kepynge ot mekenes / that o⸗ 
ther men knowe our defautz and repꝛoue 
bs of them. whan a man meketh hym 
ſelfe fo2 his offences / he lyghtly pteaſcth 
other and lyghtly reconcileth hym ſelte 
to them that he hath offended. The meke 
man / almyghtp god defendeth and rom⸗ 
foꝛteth: to hym he inclyneth hym lelte 
and ſendeth hym great plety or his grace 
to hym: alſo he ſheweth his ſecretes and 
loupngly he dzawcth hym to hym / and 
atter his oppꝛeſſpons he lyfteth hym vp 
to gow. The meke man whan he hathe 
ſuffered cõfuſpon and repꝛoue / is in good 
peace: foz he truſteth in god and nat in 


The ſecondeboke. 
the waꝛlde. Moꝛeouer it thou wylt come 
to the hyghnes of perfection: thynke nat 
thy ſelte any thynge p2ofytcd in vertue 
tyll thou can fcie mckelpin thy herte that 
thou haſte leſſe mckenes and leſte vertue 
than any othet hath * ** 9 


* Dome good it is foꝛ a man to be 
* poacelull, The. iu. Chapitre. 


| Irftc put thyſclfe in peace / and 
than thou mapſt the better pa⸗ 
citpe other / a peacetull ma and 
a pactent p2ofiteth mo2c to hym ſelfe and 
to other alſo : thi a man well lerued that 
is bapcaccfull. A man that is paſſionate 
touructh otte tymes good in to cuyll and 
lyghtiy belcucth the woꝛſc parte. But a 
good-pcaccfull man tourneth all thynge 
to the deſt:and hath ſuſpeccion to no ma / 
but he that is uat contente is ofte trou⸗ 
bled with many ſuſpictous: and neyther 
is he qupet hym —— pet ſuffereth he 
other fe to be quiet / he ſpeketh oſt times 
that he Gulde nat ſpekc/and he omptteth 
to ſpcke / that were moꝛe expedient to be 
ſpoken: he conſydereth greatlye what 
other be baunden to do / but to that that 
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The ſeconde bone. Folio.xlit. 
he is bounden to hym elfe he is full ne⸗ 
gligent / haue therfoze fp2ite a ʒele and a 
reſpecte to thy ſelfe and to thyne owne 
ſoule / and thi thou mayſt the moꝛe right 
wyſcly and with the moꝛe due oꝛder of 
charite haue zele vpon thy neighboures. 
Thou arte anon redy to excuſe thyne 
owne defautcs / but thou wylte nat here 
the cxcuſes of thy bꝛetherne. Truelp it 
were moze charitable and moꝛe p2ofyta- 
ble to the that thou ſhuldeſt accuſe thy 
ſelte andercuſe thy bꝛother: Fo2 if thou 
Ipltebcbozne-bcre other / beholde howe 
karre thou arte pet fro pertyte mekenes E 
charite: whiche can nat be angryc with 
none but with them ſelte. It is no great 
thynge to be well cõuerſaũte with good 
men e with tractable men: foꝛ that natu⸗ 
rally plcaſcth all peoplc / and eucry man 
gladly hath peace with the z moſt loucth 
them that folowe their appetite / but to 
lyue peacybly with cupll men & with tro 
warde men that lacke good maners v be 
vntaught + that be alſo cotrartous vnto 
vs / is a great grace and amaly dede and 
moche to be pꝛaiſed foꝛ it ean nat be done 
but thꝛough great ghoſtly ſtrẽgth. Som 
verſones can be qupet th ſelte & alſo can 


The ſeconde boke. 
lyue-quyctly with other / and ſome car 
nat be qupet the ſelte: ne pet ſuſfre other 
to be qupet / they be greuous to other / but᷑ 
they be moꝛe greuous to them ſclfe. And 
ſome can kepe them ſelte in good peace / 
and can alſo bꝛing other to lpue in peace / 
and neuertheles all our peace whyles we 
be in this moꝛtall Iyfc : ſtandeth moꝛe in 
meke ſufferyng of troubles and of thing? 
that be contraryous vnto vs: than in the 
nat felyng of the. Foꝛ no man map lpue 
here without ſome trouble. And therfoze 
he that can beſte ſuffre ſhall haue moſte 
peace / and is very true ouertome of hym 
ſelfe / the loꝛde of the wozlde / the frende 
of Chiſte / and the true enheritour of the 
kyng dome or heuennn. 


Ota pure mynde and a ſpmple 
intente. The. ui. Chapitre. 


| An is boꝛne vp fro erthly thin⸗ 
D ges with two wynges / that is 

to ſay:with plaincs and clẽnes 
plaines is in the intente / and elennes is 
in the loue / the good true & playnne in⸗ 
tente loketh to warde god / but the clene 
loue taketh aſſay 4 taſteth his ſwetnes + 
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The ſeconde bone. Folio. rltif. 
It thou be fre from all inoꝛdinate loue 


there ſh all no good dede hynder the / but 


that thou ſhalte ther with encreaſe in the 
wayc of perfection. It thou entende well 
and ſcke nothynge but god and the pꝛo⸗ 
fyte of thyne owne ſoule and of thy neigh 
boures/ thou ſhalte haue greate inwarde 
lybertye of mynde. And ik thy herte be 
ſtrayte with god r Than euery creature 
halbe to the a myꝛrour of lyfe and a boke 
ok holy doctryne / foꝛ there is no creature 
ſo lytell ne ſo vple: but that it heweth 
and repꝛeſenteth the goodnes of god , 

Alſo it thou were within foꝛth i thy ſoule 
pure and clene / thou ſhuldeſt than with⸗ 
out lettyng take all thynges to the beſte. 
A clene herte perceth both heut and hel. 
Suche as a man is in his conſtyence in⸗ 
wardly / ſuche he ſheweth to be by his out 
warde couerſacton. It there be any true 
iope in this woꝛlde: that hath a man of a 
clene tõſcience. And if there be anywhere 
trybulacton oꝛ angupſſhe: an cuyll cot» 
ſcyence knoweth it beſt. Allo as yꝛon put 
in to the fyꝛe is clenſed fro ruſte and ts 
made all clene and purt / ryght ſo a man 
tournyng hym ſelte hooly to god is pur⸗ 
ged fro ſlouthfulnes & ſodeynly is chaũ⸗ 


* The feconde boke. 
ged in to a newe man. whan a man be⸗ 
gynneth to ware dull s ſlowe to ghoſtly 
bulpnes / than a lytell labourefercth hem 
— and than he taketh gladly outs 

arde cõfoꝛtes of the woꝛlde and of the 
fleſſhe / but whan he begynneth perfytely 
to ouercome hym ſelte Eto walke ſtrõ gly 
in the wape ot god / tha he regardeth tho 
labours but lytel / that befoꝛe he thought 
were ryght greuous and as impoꝛtable 


vnto hym. 8 de 


Ok the knowynge of our ſelfe. 
The. v. Chapitre. x 


E map nat truſte moche i our ſelfe: 

nem our owne wyt / koꝛ oft tymes 

though our pꝛeſumpeion we lacke 
grace: aud ryght lytell lyght of true vn- 
derſtandyng is in vs / and that we haue 
many tymes / we leſe thꝛough our negli⸗ 
gence / and yet we ſe nat: ne we wyll nat 
it howe blynde we are. - Oftc tymes we 
do euyll / and in defence thereof we do 
moche woꝛſc / and ſomtyme we be moued 
with paſſyon and we wene it be of a zele 
to god / we can anone repꝛeue ſmall de⸗ 
kautes in oure neyghboures: but our 
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The ſeconde boke . F olio.xliiii. 
one defautes that be moche greater we 
wyll nat ſe / we fele anonc and pondze 
greately what we ſuffre of other / but 
what other ſuffre of vs we wyll nat con⸗ 
ſyder / but he that wolde well aud ryght⸗ 
wyſcly iuge his owne defautes: ſhulde 
nat ſo rigourouſlp iuge the defautes of 


his neyghbourcs, A man that is iward- 


ly tourned to god taketh hede of himſelte 
befoze all other / and he that can well 
take hede of hym ſelte: can lyghtly be 
ſtyll of other meines dedes. Thou ſhalte 
neuer be an inwarde man and a deuoute 
folowcr of Chꝛiſte / but thou can kepe 
the fro medelpnge of other mennes de⸗ 
des and can ſpecially take hede of thyne 
ownc. If thou take hede hooly to god 
and to thy ſelte / the detautes that thou 
ſccſt in other ſhall lytell mouc the. where 
arte thou whan thou arte nat pꝛeſente to 
thy (clfe / and whan thou haſte all rennt 
aboutc and moche haſte conſpdered o⸗ 
ther menes woꝛkes. what haſte thou 
p2ofyted therby if thou haue foꝛgotẽ thy 
ſelfe: it thou wylte thertoꝛe haue peace in 
thy ſoule and be perfytelp oned to god in 
bleſſcd louc / ſet a parte all other menesde 
des and oncly (ct thy ſelfe #thyne owne 


| The ſeconde boke. 
dedes befo2e the eye ot thy ſoule / and that 
thou ſeeſt ampſſe in the: ſhoꝛtely to re⸗ 
foꝛme it. Thou ſhalte moche pꝛotyte in 
grate it thou kepe the fre fro al tempoꝛal 
cures / and it ſhall hyndꝛe the greatelp if 
thou ſet pꝛyce by any tempoꝛal thynges. 
Thcrfoze let nothynge be in thy ſyght 
hyghe / nothyng great / nothynge lpkyng 
ne acceptable to the / but it be purelygood 
oꝛ of good. Thynke all comfoꝛtes vapne 
that come to the by any creature / he that 
loueth god and his owne ſoule foꝛ god: 
diſpiſeth all other loue foꝛ he ſceth well 
that god alone whiche is eternall incõ⸗ 
—— and that fulfylleth all thing 
ith his goodnes / is the hole ſolace and 
cd foꝛte ofthe ſoule: and that he is the ve 
rp true gladnes of herte and none other 
but onelp he. 


Ot the gladnes ok a clene cõſcyence. 
Thc. vi. Chapitre. 


Ve gloꝛpe ot a good man / is 
the wytneſſe of god: that he 
hath a good conſcpencc / haue 
therkoꝛe a good conſcyence ⁊ thou ſhalte 


alway haue gladnes. A good colcyence 
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The ſeconde bone. Folto.xlv. 
map bere many wꝛonges and is euer me⸗ 
ry and glade in aduerſpties / but an cuyll 
coſcycnce is alway ferefull and vnquiet. 
Thou ſhalte reſte the ſwetely and bleſſed 
ly it thyne ownc herte repꝛoue the nat. 
Be ncuer glade but whan thou haſt done 
well. Euyll men haue neuer perfyte glad 
nes: ne they fele no in warde peace. Foz 
our loꝛde ſayth : V There is no peace 
to wycked people. And thoughe they ſap 
we be in good peace there ſhall no cupll 
come to vs. Lo who may greue vs oz 

hurte vs / bylcue them nat: foꝛ ſodepnlp = 
the wꝛath of god ſhall fall vpon the but 
they amendc / and all that they haue done 
ſhall tournc to nought / and that they 
wolde haue done ſhall be vndonc . It is 
no greuous thynge to a feruente loucr of 
god to ioyc in trybulacion / foꝛ all his io 
and gloꝛpe is to ioye in the croſſe of our 
loꝛde Jeſu Chꝛiſte: Itis a ſhoꝛte gloꝛpe 
that is gpucn by man: and comenly ſome 
hcupncs foloweth ſhoꝛtly after. The ioye 
and gladnes of good mẽ is in they2 owne 
conſcyencc / and the ioye ot ryghtwyſemẽ 
is in god / and of god / and theyꝛ ioye is 
in vertue e in good lyfe he that deſpꝛeth 
the verp perfyte iope that is cuerlaſtyng / 


The ſeconde boke. 
ſetteth lytell pꝛyec by tempoꝛall ioy / and 
he that (cketh any wozldly iope 92 doth 
nat in his herte fully diſpyſe it / ſheweth 
hym ſelfc openlyto loue but lytcll the iop 
ot heuen. He hath great tranquilite and 
peace of herte that nepther regardeth 
pꝛapſes nc diſpꝛapſes. And he ſhall ſone 
be pacifyced and cotent that hath a good 
conſcyence. Thou arte nat the better foꝛ 
thou arte pꝛayſed: ne the wozſe foꝛ thou 
arte diſp2ayſcd / foꝛ as thou arte: thou 
arte / and what ſo cuer be ſaid of the: thou 
arte no better than almyghty god whi⸗ 
che is the ſercher of mincs herte wpll 
wytnes the to be / if thou beholde well 
what thou arte inwardlp: thou ſhalt nat 
cate moche what the woꝛlde ſpcketh of 
the out warde. Man ſccth the face / but 

god deholdeth the herte. Man bcholdeth 

the dede / but god beholdeth the intent of 
the dede. It is a great token of a mcke 
herte: A man euer to do well / and pet to 

thynke hym ſclfc to haue done but lytell. 

And it is a great ſygne of clenncs of lyfe 

and of an in warde trufte in god whan a 

man takcth nat his cofozte of any crca⸗ 

turc: whan a man ſcketh no outwarde 

wytues foz hym ſelte / it appereth that he 
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hath hooly cõmytted hym ſelte to god. 
A Alſo after the woꝛdes of ſaint Paulc: 
He that cõmendeth hym ſelte is nat iuſ⸗ 


titied / but he whome god cõmendeth: and 
he that hath his mynde alwaye lyftc vp 
oꝛdinate affection withoutfoꝛth / is in the 
degte and in the ſtate ot a holy and ablcſ 
f the loue ot Jeſu aboue all thing?, 
The. vii. Chapitre. 

18 it is to loue Jeſu / and foꝛ 

his ſake to diſpiſe hym ſelte. It 
other loue beſyde hym / foꝛ he wyll be lo⸗ 
ued only aboue al other. The louc ot crea 
loue of Jeſu is faythſull a alwaycs aby⸗ 
dynge / he that cleueth to any creature 
ture / but he that cleueth abydingly to 
Jeſu ſhalbe made ſtable in hym fo2 euer. 
foꝛ whã all other foꝛſake the he wyll nat 
fozſake the ne ſuffre the finally to periſſhe 


to god / and is nat bounden with any in⸗ 
ſed man. "* *. 

Leſſed ishe that knoweth howe 
behoueth the louer of Jeſu to foꝛſakce all 
tures is decepuable and faplyng / but the 
muſte of neceſſpte faple as doth the crea⸗ 
Loue hym therfo2c & holde him thy frede 
Thou mute of ueceſſptie be departed fro 
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thy frendes and from all mancs copanye 
whether thou wylte oꝛ nat and therfoze 
kepe the with thy lozdc Jeſu lyupng and 
dycng and cõmpt the to his fydclite and 
he wyll be with the and helpe the whan 
all other foꝛſake the. Thy beloued is ot 
ſuche nature that he wyl nat admpt anp 
other loue / foꝛ he wyll hauc alonelp the 
loue ot thy herte and wpll ſyt therin as a 
kyng in his pꝛoper thꝛone. It thou coul⸗ 
deſt well auopde trõ the: the loue ot crea⸗ 
tures / he wolde alwape abpde with the 
and ncucr wolde he tozſake the. Thou 
ſhalte in maner fynde it all as loſte what 
ſo cuer truſte thou haſte put in any ma⸗ 
ner of thynge beſyde Jcſu / put nat thy 
truſte therfoze to ſuche thyng as is but 
a quel ful of wpnde oꝛ as a holowe ſtycke 
whiche is nat able to ſuftcyne the: ne to 
helpe the / but in thy moſte nede wpll de⸗ 
cepue the / foꝛ man is but as hap / and all 
his gloꝛy is as a floure in the felde / whi⸗ 
che ſodeynly vanyſſheth + ſlpdeth away, 
It thou tale hede onclp to the out warde 
apparatnce thou ſhalte ſone be decepued 
and if thou ſcke thy cõfoꝛte in any thyng 
but in Jeſu / thou ſhalte fele therby great 
ſpirituall loſſe. But if thou ſeke in all 


Q 
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thynges thy loꝛde Jeſu / thou ſhalt truely 
kynde thy loꝛde Jelu / and if thou ſeke thy 


ſclfe thou ſhalte fynde thy ſelte / but that 


ſhall be to thyne owne great loſſc/ foꝛ tru 
ly a man is moꝛe greuous and moꝛe hurt 
full to hym ſelfe if he ſeke nat his loꝛde 
Jeſu: than is all the woꝛlde / and moze 
than all his aduerſaries map be. 


Ot the familier frendchype of Jeſu. 


Han our loꝛde Jeſu is pꝛeſente all 
thyng is lykpngc and nothynge ſe⸗ 
meth harde to do fo2 his loue / but 
whã he is abſẽte all thynge that is done 
foꝛ his louc / is papnfull and harde / whan 
Icſu ſpeketh nat to the ſoule there is 0 
faythfull conſolacion / but if he ſpeke but 
one woꝛde onelp / the ſoule feleth great in 
warde comfoꝛte / dyd nat mary Magda⸗ 
lpnc ryſe ſone from wepyng whan Mar- 
tha ſhewed her that her mayſtcr Chꝛiſte 
was nyghe and called herr yes truely, 

X © that is an happy hourc wha Jcſus 
called vs from wepyng to iope of ſpirite. 
Kemembzec howe dꝛye and howe vnde⸗ 
uoute thou arte without Jeſu/ and howe 
Impta. G. i. 
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vnwpſc/howe vaync/and howe cõnynge 
thou arte whan thou deſpꝛeſt any thyng 
beſpde Jeſu. Trucly that deſpꝛe is moe 
burtfull to thc:than if thou haddeſt loſte 
al the wozld/ what may this wozld gyue 
thc:but thzoughe the helpe of Jeſu. To 
be without Jeſu is a payne of hell. And 
tobe with Jeſu is a plcaſaũt paradyſe:1if 
Icſu be with the / there may no enemye 
greue the / and he that fyndeth Jelſu fyn⸗ 
deth a great treaſure that is beſte aboue 
all other treaſures / he that leſeth Jeſu 
leſeth very mochte and moꝛe than all the 
woꝛld / he is molt pooꝛe that lyucth with 
out Jeſu / æ he is moſte ryche that is with 
Jeſu. It is great cõnynge to be well cõ⸗ 
ucrſaunt with Jeſu / and to kepe hym is 
ryght great wiſdom/ be meke # peacefull 
&E Icſu ſhal be with the / be deuout & quict 
# Jeſu wyl abyde with the. Thou mapſte 
a none dꝛyue awape thy loꝛde Jeſu s leſe 
his grace / it thou applye thy ſelfe to out⸗ 
warde thynges / and if thꝛoughe negly⸗ 
gecc of thy ſelte thou leſc hym what fred 


ſhalt thou than haue: without a frende 


thou mapſte nat longe endure / and if Je 
ſu be nat thy frende moſte byfoꝛe al other 
thou ſhalt by very heup and diſolate/#be 
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leſte without all pcrfyte freuſhype / E ther 
koꝛe thou dceſt nat wiſcly it thou truſtc 02 
ioye in any other thynge beſyde hym / we 
chulde rather choſc to haue all the woꝛlde 
agapnſte vs thi to oſfende god: and ther⸗ 
fo:c of all that be to the lee and dere let 
thy lozdc Jeſu be the moſte lefc and dere: 
and moſte ſpecy ally beloued to the aboue 
all other / and let alt other be bcloucd toz 
hym:and he onelp foꝛ hym ſelte. Jeſus 1s 
onelp to be beloued foꝛ hym ſelte / foꝛ he is 
onelp pꝛoued good and fapthfull bcfozc 
alt other frendes. In hym: and foꝛ hym: 
bothe enempes x frendes are to be belo⸗ 
ued / and befoꝛe all thynges We ought me 
kelp with all dylygence to pꝛape to hym 
that he map be beloued and honoured of 
all his creatures. Ncuer coucyt to be ſyn 
gulcely loued oꝛ cõmended / foꝛ that belon 
gcth onclp to god whiche hath none lyke 
onto hym / and deſpꝛe nat that any thyng 
be occupped with the in thy herte / ne that 
thou be occupped with louc of anp crea- 
ture / but that thy loꝛde Jeſu map be i the 
t in cuery good mã and woman: Be pure 
and clene wit hinfoꝛth without lettpuge 
of any creature as nyghe as thou can foz 
it dehouethe the to haue arpghte clene 
Impta. G. ii. 
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and a pure hertc to Jeſu. If thou wylt 
knowe and fele howe l wete he is / and ve⸗ 
rely thou mapſte nat come to that purcte 
but thou be pꝛeuented & dꝛawen through 
his grace / and that all other thynges (ct 
aparte thou be inwardly knytte & onede 
to hym: whan the grace of god commeth 
to a man than is he made myghtie and 
and ſtronge to do euerp thynge that be⸗ 
longeth to vertuc / and whan grace with- | 
dꝛaweth / than is he made wepke and fea 
ble to do anp good dede / and is in maner 
as he were lefte oncly to papne and pu⸗ 
nyſſhementes. And if it happen ſo with 
the / dyſpaire nat ouermoche therfoꝛe:noꝛ 
leue nat thy good ded? vndone: but ſtade 
alwaye ſtrongly after the wyll of god / | 1 
tourne all thyng es that ſhall come to the 
to the laude and pꝛaiſpnges of his name / 
fo: after wynter cometh ſomer / and after | 
the nyght cometh the dayc / and after a 
great tempeſte: ſheweth agapne ryghte 
clete and pleaſaunt weder. o* 


Mk the wantynge of all ſolace 
and confoꝛte. The. ix. 
Chapitre. 
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T is no great thinge to diſpyſe 
mannes comfoꝛte whan the co 
fozte of god is pꝛeſent: but it is 

a great thynge and that a ryght great 

thynge a man to be ſo ſtronge in ſpirite 

that he may bere the wantynge of them 
bothe / and koꝛ the loue of god and to his 
honoure to haue a redy wyll to bere as it 
were a deſolacion of ſpirite / and pet in no 
thynge to ſeke hym ſelfe ne his owne me 
rytes / what pꝛofe of vertue is it if a man 
be merye and deuoute in god whan grace 
tummeth and vyſptcth the ſoulc / foꝛ that 
houre is deſpꝛed ofcucry creature / he ry⸗ 
deth ryght laffely whom the grace ot god 
bereth and ſuppoꝛteth / and what merucil 
is it it he fele no bourdtẽ that is boꝛnc vp 
by hym that is almyghty and that is led 
by the ſouerapne guyde that is god hym 
ſelte / we be alwaye glad to haue ſol ace a 
conſolacion but we wolde haue no tribu⸗ 
lation / ne we wyll nat lyghtly caſte from 
bs the falſe loue of our ſelfe. The bleſſed 
marty: ſapnt Laurfce thꝛoughe the loue 
ot god myghtly oucrcame the louc ot the 
woꝛlde and of hym ſelte / foꝛ he deſpyſcd 
all that was lykynge and dclectablei the 
woꝛlde / and Sixtus the pope whome he 
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moſte loued foꝛ the louc of god he ſuſlered 
mekelp to be taken fro hym / a ſo though 
the loue of god he oucrcame the louc of 
man / and fo: manes contoꝛte he choſe ra 
ther to folowe the wyll of god:do thou in 
tyke wyſe and lerne to foꝛſake ſome neceſ 
arp / and ſome Wctbcioued krende {02 the 


louc of god:+ tahe it nat greuouſſy wban 


thou arte lette oꝛ toꝛſakẽ of thy frede / toz 
of neceſlitie it behoucth woꝛldly frendes 
to be dyſſeucred. It behoueth a man to 
tyghte long and myghtely to ſtryuc with 
hym ſclfc 02 that hc ſhall lerne fully to o⸗ 
ucrcome hym ſelte / and oꝛ that he (hal fre 
Ip and redcly ſette all his dcſp2cs in god. 
whan a mia loucth hym ſcife# moche tru 
ſteth to hym ſelte: he falleth anone tomai 
nes contoꝛtes: but the very true loucrof 
Chꝛiſte æ the dylygent folower of vertue 
kalleth nat ſo lyghtly to the ne ſeketh nat 
moche ſuche ſenlyble ſwetnes ne ſuche bo 
delp dclytcs / but rather is glad to ſuffer 
getat harde labour t payne foz the loue 
of Chꝛiſte.euertheles wh ghoſtely co 
koꝛtts is ſcut to the ot god take it mekely 
and gyue thankpnges mekely foꝛ it:but 
know it fo2 cert ayn that it is of the great 
goodnes of god that ſedeth it to the / and 
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nat of thy deſeruynge / a loke thou be nat 


lyfte vp therkoꝛe in to pꝛyde / ne that thou 
top nat moche thcrof ne pſume nat vapn 
ly theri:but rather that thou be the moze 
meke. Foꝛ ſo noble a gyfte and the moze 
ware and the moꝛe ferfull m all thy war 
kes / foꝛ that tyme wyll paſſe awape / and 
the tyme ol temptacion wyll ſhoꝛtly folo⸗ 
we after. whan confozte is withdzawen 
dyſpayꝛe nat thertoꝛe / but mekely and pa 
eicutly abyde the viſitacion of god / toꝛ he 
is able a of moꝛe power to gyue the moꝛe 
grace and moꝛe ghoſtcly confo2te than 
thou haddeſt fyꝛſte. Duche altcracion of 
grace is no newe thynge/ ne no ſtraynge 
thynge to the that haue had experience i 
the way of god / foꝛ in great fapntes # in 
holy Pꝛophetes was many tymes foũde 
lyke alteracion / wherfoze the Pꝛophete 
Dauid ſapth. Ego diri in habũdacia 
mea:nd moueboꝛ ineternũ. That is to 
ſayc:whi Dauid had habũdaũce of gho⸗ 
ſtly contoꝛte he ſayd to our loꝛde / that he 
truſted he ſholde neuer be remoued from 
luche coufo2te/ but after whi grace with 
dꝛewe: he ſayd. Auertiſtt faciftuam a 

2c fact® ſit conturbatꝰ. x That is: © 
loꝛde thou haſte withdꝛawen thy ghaſtly 
cdfoztcs fro me:and J am lette in great 
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trouble and heuynes:and pet neuertheles 
he dyſpapꝛed nat thertoꝛe / but pꝛayed her 
tely vato our loꝛde and lapd. Ad te 
domine clamabo cf ad deum meum depꝛe 
caboꝛ / That is to ſape J ſhall buſely crye 
to the loꝛde / and J ſhall mekely pꝛape to 


the foꝛ grace and comfoꝛte. And anone he 


had the effecte of his pꝛapers as he wyt⸗ 


neſſeth him ſelte ſayng thus. Audiuit 


dominus ct miſertus eſt mei domin? fa⸗ 
ctus eſt adiutoꝛ mcus:that is to ſape / our 
loꝛde hathe harde my pꝛayer / hath had 
mercy on me / and hath nowe agapne ſent 
me his hclpc + ghoſtely cõfoꝛte. And ther 
koꝛe he ſaith after warde: loꝛde thou haſte 
tourned my ſoꝛowe ti to Jo / æ thou haſte 
belapped me with heuenly gladnes and 
if almyghty god hath thus done with ho 
ly ſaintes / it is nat foꝛ vs weyke and fea⸗ 
ble perſons to dyſpayꝛe though we ſom⸗ 
tymt haut feruoure of ſpirite and be ſom⸗ 
tyme lette colde and voyde of deuocion. 

The holy ghofte goth and cõömeth alter 
his pleaſure a thtrtoꝛe the holy mã Job 
ſapth:Loꝛde thou graciouſly viſiteſt 
thy louer in the moꝛowe tyde / that is to 
ſape in the tyme of comfo2te / and ſodein⸗ 
ly thou pꝛoueſt hym that is to ſap i with 


Serre erer eee ese 
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dꝛawynge ſuche comfoztes from hym / 
wherin than mapye J truſte 02 in whome 
map J haut any confydence / but onely x 
the great endles grace and mercy of god 
fo: why:the company of good mẽ / ne the 
telyſhype of deuout bꝛetherne and fayth- 
full frendes / ne the hauynge of holy bok; 
oOꝛ of deuoute treatiſes / ne pet the heryng 
of ſwete ſonges: 02 of deuoute Impnes / 
map lyteil auaple and bꝛynge fozthe but 
lytell comtoꝛte to the ſoule whan we are 
lefte to our owne fraplty and pouerty. 

And whã we beſo lete there is no better 
remedy but pacyence with a hoole reſyg⸗ 
nyng of our owne wyll tothe wyl of god. 
I ncuer fonnde pet any religious perſon 
ſo pertyte / but that he had ſomtymc abſt 
tyng ot grace 02 ſome mynyſſhyng of fer 
uour / and there was neuer pet any ſainte 
ſo hyghly rauyſſhcd but that he fyꝛſte oz 
laſte had ſome temptacpon / he is nat woꝛ 
thy to haue the hyghe gyfte of conttpla⸗ 
tion / that hath nat ſuffcred foꝛ god ſome 
trybulacion. The temptacions goyng be 
foꝛe / were woute to be a ſothfaſte token of 
heuenly comfozte ſhoꝛtly comming after. 
And to them that be foũde ſtable in theyꝛ 
tẽptaciõs is pꝛomiſed by our lozde great 


ani therfoze he rayth thus. 
c#*Hethat oucrchmeth I ſhal giue hun 
to cat ot the tre oflyfe. x Heut᷑ly cofozte 
wſotyme giuen to a man that he may af 
ker be moꝛe ſtronge to ſuſtre aduerſities / 
but aftor foloweth tempt ation that he be 
nat lytte vp ĩ to pꝛyde e thynke that he is 
woꝛthy luche confolacton. The ghoſtely 
enemy ſlepeth nat ne the ſteſſhe is nat pet 
fully moꝛtitted ) c therfoꝛe thou ſhalt ne⸗ 
ace cello to pꝛepapꝛe thy ſelfe to ghoſtely 
bat ale foꝛ thou haſte enempes on euery 
ide that euer wyl be redy to afſaple the /a 
to ict thy good purpofc all that they can. 


Ok peldynge thankes to god 
fo: his manyfoldc graces 
& The. x. Chapitre. 


Hy ſekeſte thou reſte here fpth thou 
arte boꝛne to laboure / dyſpoſe thy 
ſelte to paciente:rather than to cũõ⸗ 
foztes/to bere the croſſe ot penaunce: ra⸗ 
ther than to haue gtadnes: what tempo⸗ 
tall man wolde nat gladly hauc ſpiritu⸗ 
all cõtoꝛtes it he myght alwap kepe tht᷑: 
fo: ſpirituall cofoztes excede far al woꝛld 
iy delptes and all bodely pleaſures / toꝛ al. 
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woꝛldiy delytes be cyther foule oz vayne 
but ghoſtelp dclytes are onciy tocũde and 
honeſte / bꝛought foꝛthe by vertues & (ent 
of god in to a clenc ſoule. But ſuche con⸗ 
foꝛtes no man may haue whan he wold / 
ſoꝛ the tyinc of tftacton tarieth nat loge. 
The falſe lybertie ot wyll and the ouer- 
moche truſte that we haue in our ſelfe/ be 
moche contrary to the heuenlip viſitaci⸗ 
ons. Onr lo2dc dothe well in ſendynge 
ſuche.coufo:tes/but we do nat well / wha 
we pelde nat all the thankes thertoꝛe to 
hym agapnc. The greateſt cauſe why the 
gyftes ot grace maye nat lightly come to 
vs / is foz we be vnkinde to the gyucr and 
pelde nat thãkes to hym from whome all 
goodnes commeth. Gꝛate is alway gy⸗ 
ucn to them that be redy to pelde thang 
kes therfoꝛe agapue. And therfoꝛe it ſhal 
be taken from the pꝛoude man that 18 
wonte to be gyuen to the meke man: A 
wolde none of that coſolacton that ſhuld 
take from me conpunction / ne J wolds 
none of that contemplacion that ulds 
lyfte my ſoule in to pꝛeſumpcion. Euerp 
hyghe thyng in ſyght of man is nat holy 
ne cucry deſpꝛe is nat clene and purc / ne 
cucry ſwete thyng is nat good / ne al that 
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is lefe and dere to man is nat alway ples 
ſaũt to god / we ſhall therfoꝛe gladly take 
ſuche gyttz wherby we ſhalbe the moꝛe re 
dy to foꝛſake our ſelfc and our ownc wyl / 
he that knoweth the cõ foꝛtes that come 
thꝛough the gyfte of grace / and knoweth 
alſo howe ſharpe and paynfull the abſen⸗ 
tynge of grace is: ſhall nat dare thynke 
that any goodnes commeth of hym ſ(clfc/ 
but he ſhall openly confeſſe that of hym 
felte he is ryght poꝛe and naked of al ver 
tue / pelde thertoꝛe to god that is his / and 
to thy ſelte that is thyne: that is to ſayc / 
thake god fo2 his manyfoldec graces and 
blame thy ſelte fo2 thy offenſes. Holde in 
the alway aſure grounde and a ſure foũ⸗ 
dation of mekenes / and tha the hyghncs 
of bcrtuc ſhall hoztely be gyuen vnto the 
toꝛ the hyghe toure of vertue mayec nat 
fonge ſtande / but it be boꝛne vp with the 
lowe foundacion of mekenes. They that 
be moſte great in heuen he leſte in theyꝛ 
o wne ſyght / and the moꝛe gloꝛious they 
be / the meker they are in them ſelfe / ful of 
truthe and of heuenly iope / nat deſpꝛous 
of any vaynglozy oꝛ pꝛapſynge ot man. 
Allo they that be groũdely ſtabled and co 
armed in god maye in no wyſe be lyft vp 
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in to pꝛyde / and they that aſcribe al good 
nes to god / ſeke no gloꝛy ne vayne pꝛap⸗ 
ſynges in the woꝛlde / but they deſpꝛe one 
ly to ioy and to be gloꝛified in god and de 
ſire ĩ herte that he may be honoured / lau⸗ 
ded / and pꝛaiſed / aboue all thinges both i 
hym ſelfe and in all his ſayntes / and that 
ts alwaye the thynge that perfyte men 
moſte coueyte and moſte deſpꝛe to bꝛyng 
aboutc / be thou loupng and thakefull to 
god foꝛ the lceſt bencfyte that he gpucth 
the / and than thou ſhalt be the moꝛe apte 
and the moze woꝛthy to receyue of hym 
moe grater benefaitcs. Thynke the leeſt 
gyftc that he gyucth is great & the moſte 
dyſpyſablc thynges take as ſpecyall gyf- 
tes and as great tokens of loue/fo2 it the 
dygnyte of the gyucr be well conſpdered 
no gyfte that he gyucth ſhall ſeme lytell. 
It is no lytel thyng that is gyuen of god 
fo: though he ſende paine and ſoꝛowe we 
ſhulde take them gladly and thankfully: 
foꝛ it is foꝛ our ghoſtely helth all that he 
ſuffcreth to come vnto vs. It a mil deſpꝛe 
to holde the grace of god be he kinde and 
thankfull fo: ſuche grace as he hath re⸗ 
cepued / pacyent whan it is withdꝛawen 
pꝛape he deuoutelp that it mayc ſhoztlye 
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come agaync/s than be he meke z lowe in 
ſpirite that he leſe it nat agapue thzough 
his pꝛeſumpcion and pꝛyde of herte. 


Ot the ſmale nombꝛe of the 
louers of the croſſe. The.xi. 
Chapitre. 


Eſus hathe many louers of 
his kyndome of heuen but he 
hath tete berers of his crollc / 
many deſpꝛe his conſolacion / but fewe de 
ſyꝛe his tribulacton:he fyndeth many fc- 
lowes at catyng # dꝛynkpnge / but he fyn 
deth fewe that wyl be with hi i his abſty 
nente a faſtyngc / all men wolde ioy with 
Chꝛiſte / but fewe wyll any thynge ſuffre 
fo: Chꝛiſte / many folowe hym to the bꝛe⸗ 
kyng of his bꝛeade foꝛ theyꝛ bodely tefec⸗ 
cton but fewe wyll folowe hym to dꝛynke 
a dꝛaught of the Chalice of his paſſion. 
Manp merueilc and honourc his mpra⸗ 
tles / but fewe wyll folowe the hame of 
his croſſc:and ofhis other vilanies/ ma⸗ 
ny loue Jeſu as longe as no aducrſite fo⸗ 
loweth to them: and can pꝛapſe hym and 
bleſſe hym whan they recepuc any beny⸗ 
faptc of hi / but if Jeſu a lytcl withdzawe 


Seer 
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hym fro them / and a lytell foꝛſaketh the: 
anone they fall to ſome great grudgpug/ 
oꝛ to oucr great deieccion / oꝛ in to open 
deſperacion / but they that loue Jeſu pu⸗ 
rely foꝛ hym (clfe and nat foꝛ theyꝛ owne 
p2ofpte noꝛ commodpte / they bleſſc hym 
as hartely in temptacion and tribulation 
and in all other aduerſites: as they do in 
tyme of conſolation. And it᷑ he ncuer ſent 
them conſolacion / pet wolde they al way 
laude hym and pzayſe hym. O howe 
mape the louc of Jeſu do to the helpe of 
a ſoulc if it be pure and clenenat myrte 
with any ĩoꝛdinate loue to hym ſelte true 
ly nothynge moze: May nat they than 
that cuer loke foꝛ wozldly confoꝛtes and 
foꝛ woꝛldly conſolacions be called woꝛld 
ly marchauntes and woꝛldly loucrs ra⸗ 
ther than louers of god / do they nat opẽ⸗ 
ly ſhewe by they: dedes that they rather 
loue them ſelte tha god / yes trucly. x O 
where map be foũden any that wyll ſerue 
god frely and purely without lokyng foꝛ 
ſome rewarde foꝛ it agaync. And where 
mape be founde any ſo ſpirituall / that he 
1s clerclp deliuered and by2afte from loue 
of hym ſcife / and that is truely pooꝛe in 
ſpirite and is hooly auopded from louc of 
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cttaturꝭ. I trowe none ſuche can be foũd 
but it be far hens and in far countreis / it 
a man gpue all his ſubſtance foꝛ god / pet 
he is nought and it he do great penaunce 
fo: his ſynnes / yet he is but lytell: and if 
he haue great connynge and knowlege / 
pet he is far from vertuc / and it he haue 
great vertuc and bꝛennyng deuotion / pet 
moche waͤteth hym / and that is ſpecyally 
one thyngc / whiche is moſte neteſſary to 
hym / what is that: that al thynges foꝛſa 
ken and hym ſelte alſo foꝛſakyn / he go cle 
relp out from hym ſclfc # kepe no thynge 
to hym ſclfc of any pꝛpuate louc / æ whan 
he bath done all that he ought to do that 
he fcle in hym ſclfe as he had nothynge 
done ne that he thynke it nat great that 
ſome other myght thynke grat: but that 
he thynke hym ſelte trucly as he 1s an vn 
pꝛokyt able ſcruaũt. V Foz the auctoute 
of trouth our ſauioure Chꝛiſte ſaith wha 
pe haue done all that is comaundyd pou 
to do: pet ſape that pe be but vnp2ofpta- 
ble ſeruauntes. Tha he that can thus do 
may well be called pooꝛe i ſpirite ⁊ naked 
of pꝛiuate louc / and he may well ſay with 
the pꝛophete Dauid. J am onede in 
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god and am pooze z meke i herte. There 
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is nonc moze ryche / none moze fre / ne 


nout ot moꝛe power / than he that can fox 


ſakc hym ſelte and all paſſyng thynges / 
and that trucly can holde hym ſelte to be 
loweſt and vpleſt of all other. 


pot the waye ofthe crolle/ and bo we 
p2ofitable pacience is in aduerſite. 
The. xu. Chapitre. 


He woꝛdes of our ſautour be 
thought very harde and gre⸗ 
uous: whan he ſayth thus. 
(= Fozſakc pour ſelfe take the croſſe and 
folowe me. x But it ſhalbe mochemoze 
greuous to here theſe woꝛdes at the laſte 
Jugement , Bo pe frõ meyecurſcd 
pcople in to the ſyꝛe that cuer ſhalllaſte , 
But tho that nowe gladly here and f9- 
lowe thc woꝛd of Chꝛiſte wherby he con 
ccyleth them to folowe hym: hall nat 


than nede to dꝛede foꝛ herynge thoſe wox 


des of cucrlaſtpnge dampnacion. The 
ſyguc ot the Croſſe ſhall appere in heuen 
whan our loꝛde ſhall come to Juge the 
woꝛldc / and the ſcruauntes of the Troſſe 
whiche confy2med them ſelfe here i thus 
pte to Chꝛiſte crucified on the Lroſle/ 
Impta. H. i. 
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TFhetktonde bob. d 
al — Chꝛiſte thepꝛ iuge with great 
fayth and truſte in hym / why doſt thou 
tha dꝛede to take this croſſt ſyth it is the 
very wap to the kyngdomc ot heuen: and 
none but that . Ju the croſle is helth / m 
the croſſe is lyfe / in the croflc is defence 
fro out enempes / in the croſſc is intuſion 
of heuenly fwetenes / in the croſſe is the 
ſtrength of mynde / the ioy of ſpiritc / the 
Nane of vcrtue/ aud the full perfectio 
ok all holynes: and there is no helthe of 
ſoule noꝛ hope of cuerlaſtynge lyfc : but 
thꝛough vertuc ot᷑ the croſſe. Take ther⸗ 
foꝛe the croſſe and folo we Jeſu:and thou 
halte go in to the lyfe cucrlaſtynge / he 
hath gone befoꝛe the: beryng his crollc / 
and dyed foꝛ the vp the crolic/that thou 
chuldeſt in lpke wyſe bere with hym the 
troſle ot penaũce and cf trybulacion / and 
that thou ſhuldeſt be redy lyke wyſe foꝛ 
his lone to ſuſtre deth i nede requyze as 
he hathe done foꝛ the. It thou dye with 
hym: thou ſhaltc lyuc with hym / and it 
thou be felowe with hym in payne: thou 
chalte be with him in gloꝛy. Bcholde thi 
howe in the croſſe ſtandeth all and howe 
in dpcug to the woꝛlde lyeth al our helth 
and that there is no other wape to lyte a 
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The ſecondeboke: + Folto.lvt. 
fone in warde pcacc but the wapt ofthe 
crofſc + of dayly moꝛtiſipug of the body io 
the — Bo whether thou wylte and 
fcke what the lyſt e thou ſhalt neue ide 
aboue the: nc byucth the / within ther ne 
without the / moꝛe hygh/mozc excellent / 
ne moꝛe ſure wap to Chꝛiſte tha the war 
of the holy crofle/diſpoſecuery thyng afs 
ter thy wyll / a thou ſhalt neuer fyndc but 
that thou muſt of neceſſyte ſõ what ſuſfre 
£pther with thy wyl oꝛ agapuſt thy wpl/ 
and ſo thou ſhalte alway fpnde the croſſe 
foꝛ either thou ſhalt ele payne i thy body 
oꝛ in thy ſoult thou ſhalt haue trouble of 
ſpirite. Thou halt be ſomtyme as thou 
were foꝛſaken ot god. Somtymec thou 
ſhalt be vered with thy neyghboure / and 
that ia yet moꝛe payntul / thou ſhalt ſoms 
tyme be greuous to thy ſelte / a thou halt 
fynde no meanc to be delpucred / but that 
it behoucth the foz to ſuffre tyll it hall 
plcaſc almpghty god of his goodnes o⸗ 
thcrwyſe to diſpoſe foꝛ the: foꝛ he wpll 
that thou ſhalt lerne to fuffre trybulaciou 
without cõſolacion that thou mapſt ther 
*by letne hooly to ſubmitte thyſclfc to him 
and by tribulacion to be made mozemcke 
han thou were fyaſte ,, No. man felctþ 
Impta. D. u. 
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the paſſyon of Chiſte ſo eſtectuouſlp / as 
he that fcleth lyke payue as Chꝛiſte dyd. 
Tbis croſſe is alwap redy #cuerp where 
it abydeth the / and thou mayſt nat fle it 
ne fullyeſcape it where euer thou become 
foz where ſo euer thou become thou ſhalt 
berc thy ſelfe aboute with the and ſo thou 
halte alwape kynde thy ſelte. Tourne 
the where thou wylte aboue the #bencth 
the: within the and without the / & thou 
ſhalte fynde this croſſe on euerp ſpde / ſo 
that it halbe neceſſarp foꝛ the that thou 
alwaye kepe the in paciencc / and that u 
behoucth the to do if thou wylte haue in⸗ 
warde peace and deſcrue the perpetuall 
trowne in heuen / if thou wylte gladly 
berc this croſlc it hal bere the and it hal 
bꝛynge the tothe ende that thou deſpzeſt 
where thou ſhalte neuer after haut any 
thynge to ſufire: And if thou bere this 
troſſe agapnſte thy wpll: thou makeſt a 
grcat-burden to thy ſelfe / and it wyll be 
moꝛe greuous to the and yct it bchoueth 
the to bere it / and it it happen the to put 
awayeonc croſſe / that is to ſay one try- 
bul ation: pet ſurcly a nother wpll cone 
and happcly moꝛe greuous thi the tpꝛſte 
was. Troweſte thou to eſcape that never 
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pet any moꝛtall mi myght eſcape. what 
Sainte in this woꝛlde hath ben without 
this croſſe and without ſome trondie. 
Truly our loꝛde Je s nat one houre 
without ſome ſoꝛowe & papnc as long as 
he lpued here / foz it behoued hym toſuf- 
fre deth and to ryſe agaynce ſo to entre 
in to his gloꝛp / and hawe it is than that 
thou ſekeſt any other way to heutn than 
this plapne hygh waye of the croſſc. All 
the lyte of Chi ſte: was croſſe and mar⸗ 
tet dome / and thou ſckeft picaſurc t 10P » 
Thou erreſt greatly if thou ſcke any o⸗ 
ther thynge than to ſuffre: Foꝛ all this 
moꝛt all ipfe is full ot myſeries and is all 
beſet aboute and marked with croſſes / 
and the moꝛe hyghly that a man pꝛoty⸗ 
teth in ſpirite the moꝛe paynfull croſſes 
ſhall he fpnde / foz by the ſothfaſtues of 
Lhaiftes loue wheri he dayly increaſeth / 
dayly appereth vnto him moꝛe and moꝛe 
the payne ofthis exile, But neucrtheles 
a man thus vered with payne is nat left 
booly without all contoꝛte / foꝛ he ſceth 
well that great frute and hygh rewarde 
ſhall growe vnto hym by the berynge of 
his croſſe: And whan a man frely ſub⸗ 
mytteth hym ſelfe to ſuche trybulacion / 
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chan all the burden of tribulacion is fu⸗ 
deynip tourned in ta a great truſte ot he⸗ 
uentpcoſotacion.Andithe moꝛe the fleſſhe 
ts punyſſhed with trybulacion / the moe 
ts the ſoule ſtrengthed daply by in warde 
confalacon/ and ſomtyme the ſoule ſhall 
tele ſuche cõfoꝛte i aduerſptics / that foꝛ 
che loue and delyꝛe that it hath to be con 
toꝛmid to Chꝛiſte cruciſied it wolde nat 
or wild out ſoꝛowe and trouble/ foꝛ it con 
fpdercth well that the moꝛe that it may 
ſutfre foz his loue here / the moꝛe accepta⸗ 
ble hall he be to hym iu the lyfe to come. 
But thas woꝛkpug is nat in the power or 
man : but thꝛough che grate of god that 
is to ſap that a fraple man ſhulde take 
and laue that his bodulp kynde ſo moche 
abhoꝛreth and fleeth / foꝛ it is nat in the 
power of man gladly to bere the crofſe/to 
joue thc troſſe / to chaſtyce the body and 
to make it burum to the wyll of the ſpi⸗ 
ntt / to fle honourcs gladly to ſuſtapne te 
pꝛefes / to diſpyſe hym ſelte and to concyt 
to be diſpyſed / pactently to ſuffte a duer⸗ 
lyties with all difpleaſurcs therot᷑ / and 
nat tu deſpꝛe any maner of pꝛołyte ĩ this 
woꝛlde / ik thou truſte in thy ſelfe thou 
Halt utuer bꝛyng this mater aboute:but 
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{f thon' truſte in god / he ſhall lende the 


ftrength from heuen: and the woꝛlde and 


thc fleſſhe ſhalbe made ſubiete to the: pea 
and it thou be ſtrongly armed with faith 
and be marked with the eroſſe of Chꝛiſte 
as his houſholde ſeruaũte thou ſhalt nat 
nede to fere thy ghoſtly euemp foꝛ he hal 
allo de made ſubiette to the: ſo that he 
hall haue no power agaynſte the. Pur⸗ 
poſe th ſelte thertoꝛe as a true fapthtull 
ſcruafite of god to bere mifully the crofſe 
of thy loꝛde Jeſu: that fo: thy loue was 
crucifpcd vpon the croſſe / pꝛepapꝛe thy 
ſcife to fuffre all mancrof aduerſites and 
diſcomodites in this wꝛetched lyte / tot 
ſo ſh all it be with the where ſo euer thou 
hyde the / # there is no remedy to eſtape / 
but that thou muſte kepe thy ſelte alway 
in paciencc / it thou defp2e to be a dere and 
a wclbeloucd freude of Chꝛiſte: ynke 
affectuouſly with hym a dꝛaught ot the 
chalpccof his tribulacion. As toz canſo⸗ 
lactons comitte them to his wyll that he 
oꝛder them as heknoweth moſt expcditt 
fo: the / but as fo: thy felfe : and foꝛ as 
moche as in the is / diſpote the to fitffre # 
whan tribulacios come take the as ſpecp 
al cõſolacions. Dayng with the Apoltic 
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thus: {7 The paſſions of this woꝛlde be 
nat wozthy of them ſclfc to bayngevs to 
the glary: that is o2depued foꝛ vs in the 
lyfe.tocomc. And thatistruc though one 
man alone myght ſuffre almoche as all 
men do ſuffre/ whan thon cũmeſt to that 
degre of pacicuce: that trybulation 1s 
ſwete to the and foꝛ the loue of god is (az 
uoury and plteaſaunte in thy ſyght / than 
may thou truſte that it is well with the 
da that thou art in good eſtate foꝛ thou 
hate founde P aradyſt in erthe. But as 
long as it is greuous to the to ſuſtre and 
thau ſckeſt to fle / ſo longe it is nat well 
with the: ne ſo longe thou arte nat in the 
perfyte way of pacience / but it thou coul⸗ 
deſt wynge thy ſelte to that cſtate that 
thou ſhuldeſt br. at / that is toſuffre glads 
ty toꝛ god and to dyr fully to the woꝛlde 
than it ſhulde ſhoꝛtly be better with the 
and thou ſhuldeſt fynde great peace / but 
vet. all thoughe thou were rapte with 
Maule i to the thyꝛde heut: thou ſhuldeſk 
nat thertoꝛe be ſure without al aducrfitc. 
Foz out ſauioute ſpekyng of ſaint Paule 
after he had ben rapte in to heuen : ſayde 
thus ot hym. J ſhall chewe him howe 
many thyngcs he ſhall ſuffrc foz me. X 
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Theltcoudeboke., © Folto.lir. 
To ſuffre therfoꝛe remayneth to the it 
thou wylte loue thy loꝛde Jeſu and ſerue 
bym perpctually: wolde to god that thou 
werte woꝛthy to ſuffre ſomwhat foz his 
loue. O howe great top ſhulde it be to the 
to ſuſtre foꝛ hym / what gladnes to al the 
ſaintes ot heut: aud howe great ediſiyng 
to thy neyghbourc / all men cõᷣ mende pa⸗ 
cience / æ yet fewe men wyll ſuffre, Right 
wyſly thou oughteſt to ſuffre ſome lytell 
thynge foꝛ god that ſuffcreſt moche moꝛe 
fo: the woꝛlde. And knowe this foꝛ cer- 
tapne that aftcr this bodily deth / thou 
ſhalte pct lyue / and the mozc that thor 
canſte dye to thy ſelfe here the moꝛe thou 
begynneſt to lyue to god. No ma is apte 
to rccepuc the heuenly rewardes / but he 
haue fyꝛſte lerned to bert aduerſpties fo: 
the loue of Chꝛiſte foz nothpnge is moꝛe 
acteptable to god / noꝛ moꝛc pꝛoũt able to 
man in this woꝛlde tha to be glad to ſuf- 
fre foꝛ Chꝛiſtc / in ſo moche that if it were 
put in thy election / thou ſhuldeſt rather 
chewſc aducrlity than pꝛoſperite / foꝛ tha 
by the patient ſuffcring therof thou ſhul- 
deſt be the moꝛe lyke to Chꝛiſte and the 
moꝛe confermed to all his ſaintes. Our 
mcritc and our perfection of Iyfe ſtadeth 


The ſeconde boke. 

nat in conſolactons and ſwetenes / buten 
ther in luſteryng of great greuous adact 
lytes and tribulacions. Fox if there had 
ben any nerer oꝛ better way foꝛ the helth 
ofmancs ſoule than to ſuffre / our loꝛde 
Icſu wolde haue ſhewed it by woꝛdes / oꝛ 
by examples. But foꝛ there was nat / ther 
foꝛe he openly exoꝛted his diſciples that 
tolo wed hym: and all ocher that deſyꝛed 
to falowe hym: to foꝛſake theyꝛ owne 
wyll e to take the croſſe of penaunce aud 
folo we hym. Haynge thus: who ſo 
wyll come after me: foꝛſake he his owne 
wyll: take he the troſſe #folowe he me. X 
Thertoꝛt all thynges ſerched and red / be 
this the fpnall concluſion / that by manp 
tribulacious it behoueth vs to entre in to 
the kyngdome of heuen / to the whiche 
dpuge vs our loꝛde Jeſus, Amen. 
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